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ODYSSEY, translated by Robert Fitzgerald 
Homer 
Grades 10-12 
462 pages 
ISBN: 0-374-52574-9 
Recommended hours: 20-25  
  

INTRODUCTION  

The story of Odysseus’ homecoming after ten years of war on Troy’s shores, and ten 
more of travel and adventure, makes for tremendous storytelling. In a real sense there 
are two narrators—Homer and, internal to the poem, Odysseus. Together, they weave a 
spellbinding tale of perseverance, courage, and temptation as the great wanderer and 
his men battle the elements, the gods, monsters, and their own natures in a heroic effort 
to return home. Once home in Ithaka, Odysseus faces challenges to his rule that call 
upon his wits and all the self-control he can muster. As he is reunited with his family 
and the few that have been faithful to his memory, we see a man ennobled by all that 
home now provides him. We see too that his adventures have prepared him to restore 
and rule his island kingdom. 
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Two other stories are embedded in the larger story of the Odyssey. These provide 
background and context for understanding the effects of Odysseus’ absence from home 
and what is at stake as he returns to take up his kingship in Ithaka. Keeping track of 
these two events through the details in this poem enlarges the story of Odysseus’ 
perseverance and courage. First, there is the account of the ten-year war waged on Troy 
by an association of Greek kings in their effort to retrieve Helen, wife of Meneláos. The 
second account is the violent homecoming of Agamémnon whose death at the hands of 
his queen Klytaimnéstra is avenged by their son Orestês. The details of these two events 
are built into the unfolding story of the Odyssey. Students need not be familiar with the 
Iliad nor the entire story of that ten-year war. The narratives told by the characters are 
sufficient for a careful reading of this epic recounting of Odysseus’ solo return to Ithaka 
and his family. 

While these three stories make up the heart of the Odyssey, the characters of Odysseus, 
Penélopê, Telémakhos, Athena, the suitors and all those they meet form the backbone of 
the story. Thus, careful attention should be paid to what their words and deeds reveal 
about each of them. 

This guide is written for teachers of first-time readers of the Odyssey. We do not treat the 
story in a scholarly fashion; rather, the questions included in the guide are meant to lead 
the students further into the story where they will discover a tale of adventure, loyalty, 
and perseverance. Nevertheless, we recommend that teachers study scholarly 
commentary to advance and enrich their own understanding of the Odyssey. We caution 
teachers not to bring those scholarly concerns and evaluations into discussion with the 
students when unnecessary. Please see the short bibliography for some suggested titles. 

This guide includes the following:  

● Ten steps on how to prepare the students to begin their study of the Odyssey 

● Discussion questions for each book of the Odyssey 

● A list of broader questions suitable for closing discussions and essay assignments 

● A short bibliography 
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TEN STEPS TO PREPARE THE STUDENTS TO STUDY THE ODYSSEY 

For those unfamiliar with epic poetry and Greek mythology, the Fitzgerald translation 
of the Odyssey provides an accessible and lively narrative. Nevertheless, the time, place 
and traditions of ancient Greece are remote, even for those students familiar with the 
much more developed Athenian and Spartan civilizations of later centuries. The 
following are some helpful ways to ease the students into their study of the Odyssey: 

1. Utilizing maps, give a Greek history lecture of approximately 1 hour, covering 
roughly 2000 BC through 700 BC. Show the students pictures and photographs to 
engage their imaginations. Cover these 3 main civilizations in this order: Minoan, 
Mykenaian, and Trojan. A History of Greece to 322 B.C. by N.G.L. Hammond is an 
excellent resource (see bibliography).  

2. It is helpful for students to have a basic understanding of Mediterranean and Aegean 
Sea geography. The Ulysses Voyage: Sea Search for the Odyssey by Tim Severin is a helpful 
guide to the purported sites of Odysseus’ journey. Students will enjoy speculating as to 
the real location of the places Odysseus visits during his journey home. Using pictures 
from this guide as students encounter the various locations engages their visual 
imaginations.  

3. Have the students fill in maps with key locations, employing Fitzgerald’s spellings to 
avoid confusion: Aegean Sea, Ionian Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Krete and Knossos, Asia 
Minor, Ionia, Miletus, Troy, Hellespont, Mt. Olympus, Mt. Ida, Ithaka, Argos, Sparta, 
Thebes, Pylos. It is helpful to place the main actors in their locations as well: Meneláos/
Helen at Lakedaimon; Agamémnon/Klytaimnéstra/Orestês at Mykenai; Telémakhos/
Penélopê at Ithaka; Nestor at Pylos.  

4. Explain the origin of the title. In contemporary parlance, odyssey is used to denote a 
journey, usually one of discovery. That meaning arises from the Odyssey, an epic poem 
involving the character of Odysseus. It may also be helpful to students to know that in 
the Roman tradition, Odysseus is Ulysses.         

5. Some background on the bard tradition could help the students enter more deeply 
into the experience of the text: the importance of the storyteller to the lives of those we 
see is worth considering. Storytelling and storytellers play a significant role in the 
unfolding of this tale; thus, it is important that students pay attention to both as they 
read, carefully noting the voice of the narrator. The storyteller is at times an omniscient 
narrator, at times Odysseus or another character, at times another person within the 
story. Dialogue plays a key role in this storytelling; thus, students should note the 
epithet provided by the omniscient narrator that introduces each of the speakers. 
However, questions regarding Homer’s authorship need not play a central role in these 
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discussions. This reading is intended to offer the students a first encounter with 
Odysseus and his adventures. Having said that, it is useful to keep other translations on 
hand (e.g., Lattimore, Fagles); although,the issue of translation should only be raised if 
it encourages a deeper understanding of the text. Generally, translations should not be 
employed to settle disputes with which the students need to wrestle.   

6. Play an audio recording of someone reading or singing some part of the Odyssey in 
ancient Greek so that the students can acclimate to its style and meter (dactylic 
hexameter). This serves as a reminder that the text was not written in English. Teach the 
students how to read line numbers and how to cite the text.  

7. Introduce the students to some of the key poetic devices commonly employed in epic 
poetry: the invocation of the goddess, simile, metaphor, and most importantly for this 
poem, the epithet. Direct the students to keep track of epithets as clues to a better 
understanding of the delivery of spoken dialogue.  

8. Students may be unfamiliar with ships and seafaring. Again, The Ulysses Voyage: Sea 
Search for the Odyssey by Tim Severin provides helpful information about the probable 
vessels and the hard work of maintaining, repairing, and manning these ships. It is 
believed by most that twenty to thirty men would have worked each ship in Odysseus’ 
fleet.  

9. Photographs of Greek pottery collections provide the students with another cultural 
piece that engages their imaginations.  

10. This story, perhaps more than almost any other, has been modeled time and again 
and used as a type of morality fable. We discourage the distancing from the text that 
such a reading requires. These recommendations are meant to draw the students into 
the text; questions that ask students to speculate on the morality of the characters or to 
compare this odyssey with others divide the student from this story. (See the Cana 
Academy Guide Teaching Fiction from the Inside Out.) 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Book I  

1. What do we learn from the poet in the opening lines of the poem? Time shifts 
several times in the opening forty lines; pay attention to what has happened as the 
storyteller begins this tale. 

2. In Book I, the poet presents to us several different scenes: Odysseus’ homecoming 
story, Agamémnon’s homecoming story, Zeus in conversation with Athena, and 
Telémakhos and the suitors in Ithaka. Describe what has happened or is happening 
in each of these places. Be sure to keep track of what is past and present. 

3. Carefully reimagine the scene in the courts of Zeus. What exactly is the subject of 
Zeus’ musings? What has occurred among men that has spurred the subsequent 
discussion among the gods? Why does Athena bring up the case of Odysseus in this 
context? How does Zeus respond to Athena? Why? What, according to Zeus, is the 
cause of Odysseus’ troubles? What plan is made and why? 

4. Where is Odysseus as the poem begins? How long has he been there? What is he 
doing? 

5. Reimagine the scene in Ithaka. What is happening at Odysseus’ home? Describe the 
suitors. 
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6. Describe Telémakhos. What is he doing when we first meet him? How does he react 
when he sees Athena/Mentês? What does he say about his father? 

7. Note what is believed about Odysseus by each of the characters. Who believes he 
has perished at sea? Who keeps his memory alive? 

8. What does Athena/Mentês reveal and forecast about Odysseus? What is her advice 
to Telémakhos? Does Telémakhos seem different after his encounter with Athena? 
When he replies to Eurýmakhos’s query about Athena, how does Telémakhos 
answer? Why? 

9. When does Penélopê appear, and what happens in the exchange between her and 
Telémakhos? 

10. Identify some of the important characters in addition to Odysseus and begin 
keeping track of them: Athena, Telémakhos, Penélopê, Laërtês, and Poseidon. 

  

Book II  

1. This book opens with a description of Telémakhos. What is different about him? 
How do you account for the change? Note the epithets applied to him. 

2. Why does Telémakhos call for the assembly now after twenty years? 

3. What is revealed about Penélopê’s cunning? Why does she not take a husband? 

4. What does Halitherses reveal? Begin keeping track of the prophecies and prophetic 
signs regarding Odysseus. 

5. What can we tell about the characters of Antínoôs and Eurýmakhos from their 
demands? 

6. What do we see revealed about Ithaka and its leaders from this assembly? Be specific 
and detailed. 

  

Book III  

1. What is happening at Pylos when Telémakhos arrives? 

2. What story does Nestor tell of the end of Troy and the Akhaian homecoming? 
According to Nestor, what gods were angered? Do we know why? 

3. What does Nestor know about any of the warriors’ fates since returning from Troy? 
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4. What happened to Agamémnon? Refer back to Zeus’ statements in Book I. Why 
does this story keep coming up? 

5. Look carefully at the exchange of Nestor with Telémakhos and Athena/Mentor 
(lines 200-270). What does each communicate to the others? What does Telémakhos 
omit? Why? Again, note the epithets applied to each. 
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Book IV  

1. What is taking place at Sparta when Telémakhos arrives? 

2. Describe the palace and Telémakhos’ reaction to all that he sees. 

3. How does Meneláos respond? Describe his character. 

4. Describe Helen. When does she arrive in the hall, and what does she do? How does 
she describe herself? Take note of lines 230-250. 

5. What is the story she tells of Odysseus at Troy? How does it compare to the story 
Meneláos recounts?  

6. What information about his father does Telémakhos acquire from Meneláos? 
Carefully detail the story Meneláos tells of his encounter with Proteus, the Ancient 
of the Sea. When was this encounter? 

7. What will Meneláos’ fate be? As you continue to read the story of Odysseus, begin to 
compare him with Meneláos: their fates, their journeys, and their wives. 

8. What is happening back in Ithaka during Telémakhos’ absence? 
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Book V  

1. What is Athena’s complaint as she returns to Olympus and Zeus’ court? 

2. What is Zeus’ plan? Why does he want Odysseus to make the journey alone? Why 
does he want him to stop in Skheria first before landing in Ithaka? 

3. Using all your senses, describe Ogygía. Include Kalypso in the description. 

4. This is our first view of Odysseus. Where is he and what is he doing? If he has 
desired his homecoming, why has he not left? Keep in mind how long he has been 
with Kalypso. Do we yet know when and why he arrived at Ogygía? 

5. Why does Hermês not want to make the journey to Ogygía? 

6. Describe the relationship between Odysseus and Kalypso. Look specifically at lines 
120-235. 

7. Why does Odysseus wish that he had perished at Troy? Be specific. 

8. What can we tell of Odysseus’ character from this episode? Describe his journey 
from Ogygía to his landing on Skheria. 

9. Unpack the simile at lines 410-420. 

10. Describe what Odysseus looks like as he goes to sleep and as he awakes the next 
morning in Book VI, 135-150. 

  

Book VI  

1. What is the history of the Phaiákians and their relationship to the Kyklopês? 

2. What is Odysseus’ wish for Nausikaa? 

3. Characterize Nausikaa. What does she reveal to Odysseus in her speech to him? 
(lines 270-335) 

4. Who is Odysseus instructed to seek out first? Why? 
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Book VII  

1. What do we learn about the Phaiákians, Arêtê, and Alkínoös from Nausikaa’s 
caution in Book VI and Athena’s advice—under the guise of a young girl—to 
Odysseus? 

2. Describe the palace of Alkínoös and Arêtê, including the surrounding area. 

3. Beginning with Telémakhos’ reception of Athena, we have seen hospitality given to 
guests. What does it look like? Why are some hospitable? Who is not? 

4. How does Odysseus respond to the insinuation that he may be a god? 

5. What do we learn about Odysseus’ travels from the tale he tells Arêtê? 
  

Book VIII  

1. What are the three tales that Demódokus sings? What effect does his storytelling 
produce? 

2. What has been prophesied about the fate of Skheria? 

3. What more do we see of Odysseus’ character? 
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Book IX  

1. In Book IX, Odysseus begins the tale of his journey thus far—from his departure from 
Troy to the present moment. Discussion could be postponed until after Books IX 
through Book XII have been read. The following should be noted: 
● Where Odysseus goes and how he and his men are transported from place to 

place 
● A description of the location 
● A description of the inhabitants: How do they live? Laws? Customs? 

Compare and contrast each to the others. 
● Duration of each episode 
● Any temptation Odysseus or his men experience 
● What exactly are the threats? 
● A brief description of what happens at each location 
● Any god(s) involved? Which ones according to Odysseus? 

2. What is Odysseus’ reply to Alkínoös’ inquiry at the end of Book VIII? 

3. What is the reason Odysseus gives for why he desires to return home? 

4. Does Odysseus’ description of the exit from Troy agree with the accounts told by 
Nestor and Meneláos? 

5. Which god does Odysseus most often cite as the cause of his troubles? Does he have 
it right? Recall Zeus’ remarks in Book I, 48-50. 
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6. Summarize the journey from Troy to the encounter with Polyphêmos. For example, 
describe what happens to Odysseus and his men when they encounter the Kikonês, 
and the Lotus Eaters. 

7. Describe the land of the Kyklopês and their way of life. Compare these relatives of 
theirs to the Phaiákians. 

8. Why does Odysseus go exploring when he and his men reach the island of the 
Kyklopês? Why does he ignore the wishes of his companions to leave when they 
find Polyphêmos’ cave? 

9. How does Odysseus introduce himself and his men to Polyphêmos? Compare this 
with his introduction at Skheria. 

10. Describe Odysseus’ character: What can one say about him from this entire episode? 
Use the text. 

  

Book X  

1. How close to home do Odysseus and his crew come? How do you account for his 
crew’s actions? To what does Aiolos attribute Odysseus’ misfortunes? To what does 
Odysseus attribute them? 

2. What is Odysseus tempted to do when he awakens to the storm that has beset them? 

3. Describe Lamos and its inhabitants, the Laistrygones. 

4. Who first encounters the king and queen? Did Odysseus leave his ship? 

5. As they leave Lamos, how many of Odysseus’ companions are left? 

6. Describe Aiaia and Kirkê’s hall. 

7. Is there any change in how Odysseus ponders his next move as compared to his 
decisions at previous locations? What is their predicament upon their arrival at 
Aiaia? 

8. What advice does Hermês provide Odysseus? 

9. Why must Odysseus go to Hades, according Kirkê? How does he react to this news?  
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Book XI  

1. Describe the scene as Odysseus slaughters the lamb and ewe; describe the blood that 
pools before him. 

2. Carefully detail the guidance Teirêsias delivers to Odysseus. Is it prophetic? 

3. Identify the women who appear to Odysseus in Hades. Carefully glean from the text 
as much as you can of their stories. (Here the teacher may have to provide some 
information after the students have filled in the general outlines from the narrative 
Odysseus provides.) 

4. What does his mother tell Odysseus of his home, his son, his wife, and his father? To 
what does she attribute her death? 

5. What is revealed about Hades and death in his encounter with his mother? 
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6. At line 385 Odysseus returns us to the present and the rich halls of Arêtê and 
Alkínoös. Why might Odysseus have paused in his tale at this point?  Does anything 
in their response suggest a plausible reason? 

7. What do we now hear of his own homecoming from Agamémnon himself? (Keep in 
mind that Odysseus at that time had not heard what we already know in part from 
Zeus and Meneláos.) What warning does he deliver to Odysseus? 

8. What do we learn of Akhilleus, “lord among the dead”? By what is Akhilleus 
consoled? 

9. In Hades, Odysseus encounters three who are eternally punished. Describe their 
punishments. How could each punishment be characterized? For what crimes do 
they suffer punishment? (Again, the teacher may need to provide some 
background.) 

10. Why does Odysseus linger? What threatens him as a result of his lingering? 
  

Book XII  

1. What information about the forward journey does Kirkê relate? Provide the details. 
What is Odysseus’ response when he hears of Skylla and Kharybdis? What does 
Kirkê note about Odysseus from this response? 

2. What does Odysseus share with his crew from Kirkê’s warnings; what does he hold 
secret? Why? 

3. What do the Seirenes sing about? 

4. Odysseus says the sight of his men taken by Skylla was, “far the worst I ever 
suffered, questing the passages of the strange sea” (XII, 335). Why the worst? 

5. Recount what happens on the island of Hêlios, beginning with the fear Odysseus 
shares with his men. Using the text to support your position, who is to blame for 
what transpires?  

  

Book XIII  

1. What is the response to Odysseus’ tale as it draws to a close? 

2. Note the epithets attributed to Odysseus after he finishes his story. 
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3. What is Poseidon’s complaint to Zeus? What is Zeus’ response? 

4. Describe Ithaka. 

5. What is the story Odysseus tells Athena? Why does he not reveal himself? How does 
Athena respond? 

6. What is the plan? 

7. What reason does Athena give for sending Telémakhos abroad? 
  

Book XIV  

1. Describe the swineherd’s residence. 

2. What are the first words from the swineherd’s mouth upon seeing Odysseus? How 
would you characterize Eumaios from these words? Include in your considerations 
the entire conversation, including his response to Odysseus’ tale. 

3. What information does Odysseus obtain from Eumaios? 

4. Odysseus’ kingship is described. What does Eumaios say? How does it compare 
with what others have said? Find specific textual passages to support this 
understanding. 

5. What are the details of the story Odysseus tells Eumaios? How are they similar to 
the account he gave at the Phaiákian court? How are they different? 

6. Odysseus tells yet another tale to Eumaios (550-590). Why? 
  

Book XV  

1. How are Odysseus and Telémakhos described in lines 80-85? What is the 
significance of these epithets here? 

2. What is the family history of Theoklýmenos? Trace the genealogy. What is 
Theoklýmenos’ personal history? 

3. What is Eumaios’ response to Odysseus’ suggestion that Odysseus move on to find 
work and shelter elsewhere? 

4. What is Eumaios’ story? 
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5. With so many told, what are we to make of all these stories? What insights are 
communicated by Odysseus and others regarding the human condition and the 
gods in these stories? 

6. We hear yet another prophecy, this time from Theoklýmenos. To what do all these 
prophecies and bird signs point? How many have we heard? 

  

Book XVI  

1. From Book XVI forward, pay attention to who knows what and when. Marking the 
epithets can help the reader see what may be going on in the understanding of each 
character as Odysseus plots his revenge. 

2. This book opens with the visit of Telémakhos to Eumaios and a rare simile. Unpack 
the simile and note its subtle reference to Odysseus. 

3. Imagine his thoughts as Odysseus first sees his son and hears him speak of his home 
and Penélopê. Follow the exchange between father and son—what is revealed about 
each of them? Note the resemblance between the advice Odysseus gives to 
Telémakhos and that of Athena in Book I. 

4. How does Odysseus reveal himself to his son? How does Telémakhos respond? 

5. Why does Telémakhos respond as he does to Odysseus’ plan? How many suitors are 
they up against? 

6. Note the quickness of the exchange in lines 305-380. What feeling does this 
conversation evoke? 

7. What is the plan? 

8. What is the plan of the suitors when they hear of Telémakhos’ safe return? 

9. We hear from Penélopê and from Eurýmakhos of Odysseus’ former kingship. What 
can we add to our knowledge of his rule of old? 
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Book XVII  

1. What happens in the exchange between Penélopê and the returning Telémakhos? 
Are there changes in the relationship? Are there hints of what is to come? What 
might Penélopê be thinking? Look especially at lines 50-75 and 120-210. 

2. More of Odysseus’ character is revealed in this book. What do you notice? Where in 
the text is the evidence? Look at his responses to Eumaios, Antínoôs and others. 

3. Is the tale Odysseus tells here the same as the one he told Eumaios? Athena? The 
Phaiákians? What are the similarities and differences? 

4. Pay careful attention to the epithets attributed to Penélopê from 645-720. Why does 
she laugh when Telémakhos sneezes? Why does she ask to see the beggar when 
Eumaios and Telémakhos have claimed that she no longer entertains travelers who 
claim to have news of Odysseus? 
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Book XVIII  

1. Once again the gods are blamed for the woes of men (160-185/cf. Book XVII).  
Where else has this been said? How does this square with what Zeus said in his 
defense in Book I? 

2. What is Penélopê’s intention when she appears before the suitors? What does 
Odysseus think of her? 

3. Lines 425-430 say that Athena wanted “Odysseus mortified still more.” Why would 
she want this? 

  

Book XIX  

1. What is Odysseus’ response to Melantho’s disparaging remarks? 

2. Read carefully the exchange between Penélopê and Odysseus disguised as a beggar. 
Make note of the epithets and imagine the tone of voice and body language. Does 
Penélopê suspect that this man is Odysseus, her husband? If so, does Odysseus 
know that she holds this suspicion? Use the text to make either argument. 

3. What does Odysseus learn from Penélopê? What does she learn of him? 

4. What tale does Odysseus weave for Penélopê? Is it the same one he has told before? 

5. How does Penélopê test Odysseus-the-beggar’s story? 

6. Odysseus is recognized by his scar. What is the story behind that scar? By whom 
was Odysseus named? What is the meaning of his name? 

7. What is the test that Penélopê proposes? 
  

Book XX  

1. For what does Penélopê pray? 

2. There is a gathering of characters in this book. Who are those who appear to be loyal 
to Odysseus? 

3. Mark any changes you see in Telémakhos. 
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Book XXI  

1. What is the background of the bow that Penélopê produces for the test of the 
suitors? Show the students a bow and what stringing the bow requires. Have them 
visualize the axes and what this test involves. 

2. Why does Telémakhos laugh? What is the reason he gives for laughing? Describe his 
attempt to string and shoot the bow. 

3. What are the details of the plan Odysseus shares with Eumaios and Philoitios? 

4. Describe the reaction to the failure of the individual suitors in stringing the bow: 
Leodes, Eurýmakhos and Antínoôs. Note that Antínoôs does not even try to string 
the bow. How does he respond to Odysseus’ request to try his hand? 

5. What does Penélopê do? Why does she encourage the suitors to let Odysseus-the-
beggar attempt to string the bow? How does Telémakhos react to his mother’s 
words? 

6. Read aloud lines 460-500. Discuss. 
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Book XXII  

1. Odysseus’ day of retribution is extremely gruesome, and Odysseus shows no mercy 
even for those suitors who did not engage in despicable behavior. It is worth 
discussing the appropriateness of this brutality, keeping in mind Athena’s words of 
encouragement to the slaughter (lines 250-265) and Odysseus’ rebuke to Eurykleia 
(lines 460-470). 

2. Who is spared? Why? 

3. How does Athena help? 
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Book XXIII  

1. Read the exchange that occurs between father, son and mother when Penélopê first 
appears. Compare Penélopê with Odysseus. 

2. What concerns Odysseus now that the suitors have been dealt with? Keep in mind 
the suitors join the number of those dead that Odysseus took with him to Troy. How 
does he propose to deal with this new threat? 

3. What is the secret sign between Odysseus and Penélopê? 

4. What is to be Odysseus’ last ordeal? 
  

Book XXIV  

1. This book opens with a scene from Hades as all the souls of the suitors cross the 
threshold of death. What is the subject of conversation first between Akhilleus and 
Agamémnon, and then Agamémnon and Amphimedon? 

2. Describe Laërtês as Odysseus finds him. 

3. Why does Odysseus dissemble to his father? 

4. As the fathers of the suitors prepare to seek vengeance for their sons, what 
resolution does Zeus recommend to Athena? 

5. Why does Athena call a halt to the battle? 
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ESSAY QUESTIONS 

1. In Book I, Zeus remarks, “My word, how mortals take the gods to task! All their 
afflictions come from us, we hear! And what of their own failings? Greed and folly 
double the suffering in the lot of man” (1, 48-50). Does Zeus have this right? Do the 
events of this story prove him right or wrong?  

2. Compare/contrast the journeys, choices, and prophesied futures of Odysseus and 
Meneláos. 

3. Carefully mine the stories he tells and the advice he gives to understand what 
Odysseus thinks about life, men, and the gods. Did what he experience inform his 
reflections? Do not moralize; stick to the text. 

4. Trace the imagery of rebirth or regeneration: Does this image climax? Where? How? 
Why does it climax in this way and at this place? 

5. Odysseus is one among many storytellers within the whole story of the Odyssey. 
From a careful reading of the narrative, make a catalog of all the stories Odysseus 
tells. What does he include in each telling? What is his role as storyteller? Does his 
storytelling have any significance for Odysseus himself? 

6. In Odysseus’ account of his journey, he devotes the most time to the following 
episodes: the encounter with Polyphêmos, his long stay with Kirkê, and his visit to 
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Hades. Develop these incidents and comment on why they might figure so largely in 
Odysseus’ remembrances. 

7. Trace Odysseus’ craftiness up through Book XI. What does it look like? Does it help 
him or hurt him? Make your case from the story. 

8. Is Odysseus a changing character, learning important lessons through trial and error, 
or is he a well-developed character, persevering by his own might and reason 
through the challenges set before him? Pick a position and defend it using the text. 
Do not moralize; stick to the text. 

9. We see at least four different households after the traumatic events of the Trojan War: 
Ithaka (Odysseus), Sparta (Meneláos), Mykenae (Agamémnon), and Skheria Island 
(Alkínoös and Arêtê). Compare and contrast these households. 

10. The Odyssey is filled with female characters: Penélopê, Athena, Kalypso, Kirkê, 
Arêtê, Klytaimnéstra, the Seirenes, Helen, and various women in Hades, among 
them Odysseus’ mother. Compare and contrast what each looks like, where each 
lives, and what each offers to Odysseus and his men. 

11. References to memory and forgetfulness occur frequently throughout the Odyssey. 
What does memory provide for the characters? What does their forgetfulness erode? 

12. What are the obstacles Odysseus faces? What is the source(s) of his challenges? 

13. Odysseus arrives on Ithaka asleep, and when he awakens, he does not recognize 
where he is. Let this scene represent the recurring imagery of forgetfulness, sleep 
and wakefulness in the Odyssey. Compose an essay developing that imagery. 

14. Human beings, although possessing a spiritual nature, are not gods. Comment on 
this claim, using the story of Odysseus as your guide. 
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