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BIOGRAPHY

Aristotle was born in 384 B.C. in Stagirus, located in Chalcidice. His father, Nicomachus, 
was a respected physician who practiced at Pella, the Macedonian court of Philip and, later, 
Alexander. When his father died, Aristotle moved to Asia Minor, where he was raised by 
relatives. At seventeen, he moved again, this time to Athens to study at Plato’s Academy 
under the tutelage of Eudoxus of Cnidus. 

After Plato’s death, Aristotle left Athens, sometime in 348/47 B.C. Settling in Atarneus, he 
opened a school at Assos but left two or three years later to found a school in Mytilene on 
the island of Lesbos.

Approximately two years into the Mytilene venture, Aristotle was commissioned by Philip of 
Macedon to tutor his son Alexander. Moving to Pella, Aristotle remained Alexander’s tutor
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for approximately three years until the young man took up political matters at the age of 
sixteen. Aristotle then returned to his birthplace, Stagirus, which had been rebuilt by Philip 
and Alexander in honor of Aristotle. In 335/34 B.C. he returned to Athens, began his own 
research academy (the Lyceum), and remained there until 323 when the death of Alexander 
provoked an Athenian revolt. Because of his prior association with Macedon, he was accused 
of impiety and was forced to flee to Chalcis with his family. It has been said that upon leaving 
Athens, Aristotle remarked that he would not permit Athens to sin against philosophy twice. 
He died in Chalcis soon after in November of 322 B.C. at the age of sixty-two.

The Nicomachean Ethics was probably named in honor of Aristotle’s son and father, both 
named Nicomachus.

INTRODUCTION

Aristotle was one of the world’s greatest philosophers, and he was responsible for the 
formation of an enormous body of philosophical inquiry that extended well beyond his own 
time. All students should have the opportunity to study his writings. However, sometimes 
teachers and their students hesitate to engage his work for fear of its technical requirements. 
This guide is written for teachers and students embarking on their first reading of Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics. The Ethics trains students in careful reading and in the precise 
articulation of complicated principles; it thus provides a wonderful entrance into a study of 
Aristotle’s larger body of work. 

The Ethics is a good example of what reason can achieve when properly trained. Aristotle 
carefully assembles a psychology of the human person that resonates with our own experiences. 
He is not trying to convince someone who is amoral or immoral to live a life with an eye to 
one’s proper end; rather, for the student who has been brought up well, Aristotle provides a 
preparation to living the good life. The roles of friendship, the polis, and one’s prior training 
at home are integral elements of the overall picture Aristotle provides for individuals who 
seek to hit the target in their choices more frequently and with greater ease: “The purpose of 
the present study is not, as it is in other inquiries, the attainment of theoretical knowledge: 
we are not conducting this inquiry in order to know what virtue is, but in order to become 
good, else there would be no advantage in studying it. For that reason, it becomes necessary 
to examine the problem of actions, and to ask how they are to be performed” (1103b30).

A brief outline of Aristotle’s work will help students see just how expansive the philosopher’s 
mind was. It is widely believed that he produced over two hundred treatises, approximately 
thirty-one of which survive. Furthermore, as the introduction to this edition states, “What 
we do have of his writings are summaries of the lectures he delivered at various times on 
subjects ranging from rhetoric to metaphysics, biology to politics, poetry to psychology.”1

1 See Martin Ostwald’s Introduction, xii.
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Teachers will need to inform the students that what we have before us are revised summaries 
that are most likely not in their original forms.2

This guide includes the following:

• Some important Aristotelian terms explained

• A plan for studying this text with students

• Introductory remarks and questions prefacing each book to orient the teacher to 
Aristotle’s methodology and important points of interest

• Discussion questions for each division, according to book and chapter

• Larger questions embedded in the individual chapters (in bold) to help the students 
grasp the overall organization of the entire Ethics, which can be used for smaller 
writing assignments

• Broader questions suitable for closing discussions and larger essay assignments

• A short bibliography 

SOME IMPORTANT ARISTOTELIAN TERMS

Teachers need not lecture on the following basic principles of Aristotelian thought, but they 
may find it helpful to keep these in mind when leading the students through the Nicomachean 
Ethics. Aristotle will discuss some of these concepts himself on his way to helping students 
choose the life of virtue.

Nature. Much can be said regarding Aristotle’s use of the word physis (translated as nature), 
but it is enough to note that he believed that nature must be described with reference to what 
he called the four causes: material, formal, efficient, and final. For all things, the best account 
is found in applying the four causes to that thing: Of what is it made? What is it? What is its 
source? For what purpose (or telos) is it made? Furthermore, Aristotle states, “Nothing which 
exists by nature can be changed by habit…nor can the direction of any nature-given tendency 
be changed by habituation” (1103a15 - 25). Immutability does not imply that one could not 
act against one’s nature or against the nature of something else; in fact, to act in violation 
of nature incrementally destroys the thing thus acted upon. For example, Aristotle believed 
that human beings, by nature, possess reason; it is what separates humans from other species. 
With this reason we can attain a great deal of understanding with a high level of certainty. To 
act without reason—for example, to be driven solely by our emotions or passions—is to act 
like a beast. The translator, Martin Ostwald, has a brief but helpful footnote on the matter of 
causality in Book VI, Chapter II, footnote #8.

2 Ibid., xii-xiii.
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Reason and change. Reason is exercised in all three realms of science: theoretical, productive, 
and practical. Theoretical wisdom is the highest wisdom because it is studied for its own 
sake without considerations of utility. In the case of metaphysics, it deals with unchangeable 
things. Aristotle maintains that the effects of productive and practical wisdom are realized in 
the realm of nature that is subject to change. The productive sciences are concerned with the 
skill (techne) employed to produce some product, e.g., the sculptor produces the statue. Ethics 
and politics belong to the practical realm where human agency is at work in a changeable 
realm; it is thus the realm of practical wisdom. Although human nature itself may not be 
subject to change, the individual human being and the world in which he lives are subject 
to change. In fact, there would be no reason to discuss human agency if things could not be 
other than they are. Practical reason seeks what is ethical, and its end is the ethical life itself, 
the capacity for which is given by nature but which must be brought about by human choice, 
action, and habit.3

Experience and happiness. Aristotle often begins his discussions with a brief summary of the 
views held by others, and he does so here as well. Although he refers to the “common run of 
people,” the phrase is not meant to demean. Rather, it highlights an important fundamental 
principle of Aristotle’s: Much can be learned from experience, our own and that of others. 
For example, a quick study of what most human beings believe and how most human beings 
act reveals that the end for which we aim is happiness: It is the end that is sought for its 
own sake; it is the final, self-sufficient cause of every other action so that we wish for other 
things on its behalf; it is wholly complete, and its acquisition makes life lacking in nothing. 
The happiness we seek is “not a fleeting, momentary phenomenon…but a general condition 
which encompasses the whole of a man’s life.”4 The students should take seriously Aristotle’s 
claim that we cannot judge someone entirely happy until his death, for fortune weaves many 
disasters for an individual over which he has no control. Although Aristotle affirms what we 
might call human freedom and refrains from invoking the gods or fate as determinative, not 
everything is within one’s control.

Virtue. Students should be directed to frequently consult the footnotes as well as the glossary 
at the end of the book. We want to emphasize Aristotle’s use of the word that is translated as 
“virtue.” The word arete does not mean what is commonly thought of as virtue, i.e., with an 
exclusive emphasis on what is morally good for the sake of some later divine reward. Arete 
refers to the functional excellence of a thing, and it is an end in itself. For a human being, 
excellence consists in “those qualities which make him function well in relation to his fellow 
men, that is, the qualities which make him play his part in human society well.”5 Keeping 
in mind his understanding that human beings possess reason by nature, we can see that arete 
is the result of acting in accordance with one’s reason. Chosen action becomes a habit, and 
habit becomes a characteristic excellence, that is, a virtue.

3 Ibid., xvi-xvii.
4 Ibid., xxi.
5 See arete in the Glossary, 303-304.
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The students should carefully observe the distinctions Aristotle draws between excellences 
and the distinction he makes between practicing and possessing a virtue. For example, one 
who possesses self-control is fundamentally different from one who is morally strong. One 
who is on the way to possessing a virtue is fundamentally different from the individual who 
possesses it entirely. By these important distinctions, Aristotle helps the students understand 
human action with precision.

THE PLAN

• We have divided the questions below according to the books and chapters of the text. 
Because we are not recommending that the entire text be read and discussed by the 
students, we list under each book the chapters we recommend for student reading. We 
suggest that the teacher read the entire text so that she will be able to help students 
with the overall structure of the lectures.

• Before beginning, we recommend that teachers take the students to the table of 
contents so that they can see an outline of the whole and how each book is arranged 
by chapter and referenced by line number. The students should be taught the proper 
citation form that uses line numbers rather than page numbers, e.g., 1094a11. Noting 
that the beginning of this text is at 1094a, teachers should help the students see that the 
Nicomachean Ethics is part of Aristotle’s larger corpus and that he was interested in 
every subject of investigation. They should also be led to the final paragraph of Book 
X, where Aristotle directs the reader to see the Ethics as the first part of a larger study 
called the Politics. 

• The teacher will need to draw the students’ attention to the glossary at the back of 
the book. The students will find it extremely helpful for their reading, discussion, 
and writing. We recommend that students memorize some key terms throughout as 
touchstones for future discussion: arete, episteme, eudaimon, philia, phronesis, 
politike, sophia, sophrosyne, and spoudaios, etc. These terms should not, however, be 
memorized in isolation; they should be committed to memory only after Aristotle has 
introduced them.

• The questions below are for the teacher and are not meant to be used as guides for 
student reading. They will help teachers guide their students in discussion. Following 
the discussion questions are broader questions suitable for larger discussions and 
essay assignments. We encourage teachers to read those before beginning the daily 
discussions with the students. We have also included some larger questions along 
the way to help students begin to piece together the whole argument. Those will be 
written in bold. We encourage teachers to have students write several shorter essays 
as they read through the Nicomachean Ethics rather than just one longer essay at the 
conclusion. This will provide them with opportunities to summarize and reflect upon 
important pieces of the text, putting the parts of Aristotle’s argument together as they 
move forward.
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• We encourage teachers to use a multitude of examples from history to illuminate 
Aristotle’s character types. This is a work of psychology in the truest sense, a study 
of the inner workings of the human being. For example, the virtues each come to be 
a defining characteristic of the human being possessing them so that one might think 
of Shackleton when considering the virtue of courage or George Washington when 
reflecting on the virtue of high-mindedness. 

• Finally, we have provided a short overview for each book with questions for the 
teacher to pose prior to the more textual questions that follow. These broader questions 
are meant to feed a conversation that sets the stage for Aristotle’s treatment: What 
question(s) is he trying to address? Who is his audience? How does this book fit into 
the larger overall argument? In this we are following Aristotle’s lead; he begins most 
conversations with what we know already and moves forward from there. We have 
found it an effective way to engage the students. The individual textual questions 
generally follow the order of the text unless otherwise noted. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Book I

Students read Chapters 1-5, 7, 9 and 10. 

Chapter 6 will be helpful to those students who have read Plato.
Chapter 13 may be helpful but is not strictly necessary for this discussion.

Book I sets the stage for a discussion of the entire Ethics by defining the final good (i.e., that 
good for which all aim) as happiness. In addition, Aristotle defines several key terms and the 
relationship of each to the others.

Plato and Aristotle
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Teachers may want to pose a scenario for the students that will help them understand the 
language of ends and means and subordinate ends. For example, the teacher could ask 
students a simple question: Why did you attend school today? Why didn’t you finish your 
homework last night? With each answer, the teacher could push further: But why was being 
in class important to you? Why did you want to take the test today? Why do you want to go to 
school at all? Why do you want to do well and graduate to a good college or university? Why 
do you want a good job? Why do you want money? The point of all this questioning is to 
provide a convincing argument for Aristotle’s claim regarding the final cause. Furthermore, 
students could begin to see the connection between subordinate ends and the final cause and 
the role that the final cause plays at the beginning of our choices.

Finally, teachers may want to lead the students in a general discussion of happiness with an 
eye to helping them see the relationship between means and ends and function.

1. Read again and put into your own words the first sentence of Chapter 1. 

2. Using the Glossary to help you, define the two different kinds of ends Aristotle mentions. 
Why is the end “superior to the activity” when the end “lies beyond the action”?

3. What is the relationship between master sciences and subordinate sciences? Aristotle gives 
an example. Explain his example using a Venn diagram, and then provide an example of your 
own.

4. What is the “master science of the good”? Why does Aristotle make this claim? What is 
the relationship of politics to ethics? Read footnote #8 or the Glossary definition of politike. 
Articulate as clearly as you can what he means by politics. How is what he is talking about 
different from our modern understanding or experience of politics?

5. Look up arete in the Glossary. Is this understanding of virtue different from that with 
which we are most familiar? If so, how is it different?

6. Aristotle employs the metaphor of an archer shooting at a target. Unpack this metaphor. 
How does it relate to the subject under consideration? What is the student of ethics aiming 
for? Keep this metaphor in mind for the remainder of the reading.

7. In Chapter 6 Aristotle issues an important proviso. What is it? Why is this the case? 
From whom might we acquire a “rough and general sketch” for our choices and actions? 
Why is a young man not well-equipped to be this man? What does he mean by “young”? 
Is the study of ethics more like mathematics or oratory? Explain.

8. Who will benefit most from this study of ethics? Why? Begin to put together a picture of 
the person who will most benefit from this study.

9. What are the various views of happiness and the highest good Aristotle addresses in 
Chapters 4 and 5?
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10. What do you notice about his method of proceeding? See, for example, 1059b1 - 10 and 
also 1098b1 - 5 in Chapter 7.

11. According to Aristotle, why must the good for man be something final and self-sufficient? 
Relate this to his initial discussion of ends and means in Chapter 1. What fits this description, 
i.e., what is final and self-sufficient and therefore the highest end toward which human 
choice aims?

12. How does Aristotle define happiness? To what is happiness connected? It is helpful to 
memorize the following: “The proper function of man, then, consists in an activity of the soul 
in conformity with a rational principle or, at least, not without it” (1098a5). Discuss.

13. To whom should we look for guidance? Using Aristotle’s definition as a starting point, 
describe this person. Read footnote #30 or refer to the Glossary for a definition of spoudaios. 
Keep track of references to the spoudaios.

14. At the beginning of Chapter 9, Aristotle provides several possibilities for how virtue 
might be acquired. What are each of these? Explain how they could be considered by anyone 
as a means of acquiring virtue.

15. Discuss the following: “For, in the realm of nature, things are naturally arranged in 
the best way possible—and the same is also true of the products of art and of any kind of 
causation, especially the highest” (1099b20). What does he mean? What does he mean by the 
products of art?

16. Why are human beings, alone of all creatures, capable of happiness?

17. What are essential characteristics of virtue? What are essential characteristics of 
happiness? How are the two related?

18. Try using the following in two sentences, summarizing the relationship of each to the 
others: reason or rational principle, function, happiness, the good, virtue or excellence, 
nature, means, ends. The following is a good example: By nature, human beings are 
equipped with a rational principle with which they may determine the means to the 
appropriately human end of happiness. Happiness is the highest good, and he that 
attains it has done so by leading a life of excellence, i.e., one that is in accordance with 
his human nature.

Book II

Students read Chapters 1-9, although Chapters 5-7 could be omitted if time requires. Teachers 
need not spend a great deal of time on Chapter 7 as Book IV revisits these virtues in more 
detail.

In Book II, Aristotle lays out some of the general characteristics of all virtues. Prior to a 
discussion of Book II, students should recall that virtue, as Aristotle defines it, is a matter of 
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excellence, the specific excellence of a thing. Also, the excellence of anything is connected 
to its specific function; thus the specific excellence of a human being will have something 
to do with reason since reason is what makes human beings unique among the animals. 
Teachers may want to have students read their answers to the last question from Book I and 
discuss their answers as a class. It is also instructive to have students provide examples of 
virtues connected to specific functions. For example, what is the virtue of a hammer? What 
is the specific function of a hammer?

Teachers could also lead students in a discussion of how they believe virtues are acquired. 
Students could volunteer various characteristics or habits and discuss how each could be 
acquired. The students have had experience of developing various habits and characteristics—
good and bad—and a discussion of how they were acquired will connect their experience to 
Aristotle’s argument. Discussion of the importance of training for the young yields great 
examples from most young adults. At what age do students think character is set? What is the 
difference between character and habit? If one knows what is right, will that be sufficient? 
Students need not know the answer to all these questions. Discussion of them prior to reading 
primes the pump.

Students will need to continue to think about Aristotle’s use of the word nature. In particular, 
in Book II, the distinction between capacities, as given by nature, and habits which are 
developed by choice and action, is of great importance.

1. Focus on the following sentence: “Thus, the virtues are implanted in us neither by nature 
nor contrary to nature: we are by nature equipped with the ability to receive them, and habit 
brings this ability to completion and fulfillment” (1103a25). Aristotle includes two examples 
to make this point. Explain the sentence by using the examples. What distinction between 
nature and habit is Aristotle emphasizing? Can you provide more examples?

2. How are the other capacities different from virtue? How is virtue acquired as opposed to 
sight? Look up dynamis, energeia and techne in the Glossary. Give examples of each.

3. Why is it “no small matter whether one habit or another is inculcated in us from 
early childhood; on the contrary, it makes a considerable difference, or, rather, all the 
difference” (1103b20-25)? If one must already have developed habits, why is this study 
Aristotle offers necessary? In other words, is this not a circular argument: one must 
possess virtue to gain virtue? Refer to 1104b as well: “By abstaining from pleasures we 
become self-controlled, and once we are self-controlled we are best able to abstain from 
pleasures.” (See also 1105a15 - 1105b5.)

4. Is knowledge necessary for the practice of virtue? If so, what kind of knowledge? Aristotle 
again emphasizes that “any discussion on matters of action cannot be more than an outline 
and is bound to lack precision” (1104a). Why is this the case? How will an outline be helpful? 
What kind of outline would we need?

5. What are some of the general characteristics of virtue? Provide examples of the destruction 
of virtue through excess. Provide examples of the destruction of virtue through deficiency 
from Chapter 2 (1104a10-25). Look too at 1108b15-25 (Chapter 8).
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6. What is the relationship of pleasure and pain to virtue? What does it mean to say that “men 
must be brought up from childhood to feel pleasure and pain at the proper things; for this is 
correct education” (1104b10)? Give some examples to illustrate this claim. What role does 
pleasure and pain play in the formation of virtue? 

7. How do considerations of nature figure into this discussion? For example, what does 
Aristotle claim are the “three factors that determine choice...and avoidance” (1104b30)? 
Why is it “not unimportant for our actions whether we feel joy and pain in the right or the 
wrong way” (1105a5)? Who is to say what one should feel pleasure or pain for?

8. What are the three necessary characteristics of the virtuous agent? Give examples of each. 
Memorize this principle.

9. Aristotle defines virtue by providing its genus and differentia. Define virtue. How is this 
definition similar to and dissimilar from its typical connotations? What makes moral virtue 
so difficult to acquire? In other words, in addition to the characteristics of the agent, what 
are the necessary conditions of an action which make it virtuous (1106b20)? Memorize this 
principle. (See also Chapter 9.)

10. What are the three emotions and the three actions that do not have a mean and are 
therefore always wrong? Explain why they are always wrong. What about killing someone 
in self-defense?

11. Chapter 7 provides a summary of some of the virtues and their concomitant vices. These 
will be developed more fully in Book IV; let this list serve as a primer on the relationship of 
means to excesses and deficiencies.

12. In Chapter 9 (1109a20 - 1109b25), Aristotle provides advice for us as agents. What is his 
advice? How will we achieve the target more often? Why is it so difficult to act virtuously? 
If we have the capacity for virtue by nature, what interferes with the development of good 
habits?

Book III

Students should read the entire book.

This book is perhaps the most important in the Nicomachean Ethics, for in it Aristotle defines 
key terms with which to address issues of responsibility and agency. Students should be 
encouraged to commit some of these definitions to memory so that they can be recalled in 
later considerations and discussions.

Prior to beginning discussion of Book III, teachers may want to discuss a court case in which 
a crime of passion was committed. Students could argue for the relative guilt or innocence of 
the perpetrator, the degree to which he should be held responsible, whether or not he was free 
to choose his actions, and what role deliberation played in his choice. A case that explores a 
moral dilemma—save the one, or save the many—may also yield fruitful discussion. Finally, 
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asking students to define the conditions for an involuntary or voluntary act, providing 
examples for each, will accentuate Aristotle’s treatment in Chapter 1.

1. Distinguish between involuntary, non-voluntary, and voluntary. What are the defining 
features of an action which would qualify as involuntary? Non-voluntary? Voluntary? 

2. Are acts committed out of fear voluntary? Explain. Why, according to Aristotle, are these 
acts of a mixed “nature”? What is the point Aristotle is making here: “[That actions of this 
kind are considered as voluntary is also shown by the fact that] sometimes people are even 
praised for doing them” (1110a20)? What are some examples of what he is considering?

3. Discuss the significance of the following: “But it is not easy to lay down rules how, in 
making a choice, two alternatives are to be balanced against one another; there are many 
differences in the case of particulars” (1110b5). Where else has he made this point? If we 
have no rules, how will we know how to act?

4. Define constraint. Does it point to something internal or external? Both?

5. In the recommended translation of this text (Martin Ostwald), footnote #3 is helpful for 
unpacking Aristotle’s definition of ignorance. Teachers may want to have students read and 
articulate, in their own words, the example provided and then relate it to the matter under 
consideration in the text.

6. What is the difference between actions done due to ignorance and those done in ignorance? 
Why does Aristotle say, “Ignorance in moral choice does not make an act involuntary—it 
makes it wicked; nor does ignorance of the universal, for that invites reproach; rather, it is 
ignorance of the particulars which constitute the circumstances and the issues involved in the 
action” (1110b30)? Provide several examples of universals and particulars. 

7. Of what could someone be ignorant, and in each case, what is the responsibility of the 
one ignorant for her ignorance? Aristotle provides examples. Can you provide your own? 
Which are the most important factors, i.e., ignorance of which factors would make an action 
involuntary?

8. Why does Aristotle refer to sorrow and regret (1110b20 and 1111a20)? What do these have 
to do with determining whether an action is voluntary or not?

9. What kinds of acts are committed in a moment of passion? Examples? What kinds of acts 
are committed due to appetite? Examples? Are these acts voluntary? Explain. Is it worse to 
commit a vicious act under the influence of passion or under the influence of appetite?

10. Try drawing a chart to illustrate voluntary, involuntary, and non-voluntary actions.

11. Use the Glossary to define choice. Why is choice “a more reliable criterion for judging 
character than actions” (1111b5)?

12. Draw a Venn diagram illustrating the relationship between choice and voluntariness.
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13. What are the differences between choice, on the one hand, and appetite or passion on 
the other? What are some examples? How is choice different from wish? What is the proper 
object of choice? Unpack the difference between means and ends.

14. What are the proper objects of deliberation? Explain why we do not deliberate about 
the eternal, natural, or other causal principles. Unpack the following: “Deliberation, then, 
operates in matters that hold good as a general rule, but whose outcome is unpredictable, and 
in cases in which an indeterminate element is involved” (1112b10). Provide examples.

15. In our deliberations, what should be considered first: ends or means? Why? How are 
ends, as Aristotle defines them, different from Plato’s Forms—again, as Aristotle defines 
them? Why are ends, as ends, not a matter for deliberation?

16.When deliberating about means, what are some examples Aristotle gives? Think of some 
examples from your own experience.

17. Reading 1113a15 - 20, one might conclude that actions due to character are not 
voluntary. How does Aristotle reply? Be sure to carefully read footnote #15; it is central 
to Aristotle’s argument. How does the argument here recall what Aristotle has said about 
aiming for a target? Once again, Aristotle refers to the “man of high moral standards” 
(1113a30). What is his importance here? What misleads most people, according to 
Aristotle? Given what Aristotle has said about character and wish, in what sense is vice 
voluntary? What two conditions make actions involuntary? How so? What qualification 
regarding ignorance does Aristotle stipulate? What example does he include? Think of some 
other examples.

18. How does Aristotle respond to the objection that “carelessness may be part of a man’s 
character” (1114a5)? He states, “But once you have thrown a stone and let it go, you can no 
longer recall it, even though the power to throw it was yours” (1114a15 - 20). Later he states, 
“We are in control of our actions from beginning to end...but we control only the beginning 
of our characteristics” (1115a). What is the significance of these statements? Explain the 
two analogies he supplies. What are the implications of this understanding of action and 
character?

19. How does Aristotle respond to the objection that people have “no control over how things 
appear to them; the end appears different to different men” (1114b)? What is the “natural 
gift of vision” to which he refers? It seems like knowing the end would be important for our 
deliberations, yet Aristotle implies here that not everyone does know the end. What should 
we make of this? 

20. Aristotle uses the words “nature” or “natural” several times in this section (1114b5 - 25). 
How might we define the word as he is using it? 

21. Aristotle discusses the two virtues of courage and self-control at greater length. Why 
do these two virtues receive an expanded consideration?
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22. Define the courageous man. Why does Aristotle eliminate from his definition other 
circumstances in which we typically describe someone as being courageous? How do “errors” 
of courage arise? In what is the coward deficient and in what is he excessive (1116a)? 

23. Why does Aristotle say, “Most reckless men are reckless cowards” (1115b30)? Is 
recklessness the same thing as fearlessness?

24. What are some qualities similar to courage? Explain why they are not, in fact, courage.

25. Define self-control. (Refer to footnote #29.) What is the “irrational part” to which courage 
and self-control apply? Explain. To what kinds of pleasures does self-control apply?

26. Why does Aristotle argue that few “go wrong” in the direction of excess with regard 
to self-control—that is, that few people have too much self-control? How does Aristotle 
characterize those who “find less delight in [pleasures] than they should” (1119a5)?

27. Why does Aristotle argue that self-indulgence is more voluntary than cowardice?

Book IV

Students may read the entire book or only single chapters, depending on time constraints.

Teachers could assign the chapters of this book to be presented by a student or pair of students. 
The material of this book offers an opportunity to pull together the material of the previous 
books to apply it to specific virtues. 

Students should understand that each of the virtues and its corresponding vices has a “sphere 
of operation.” For example, high-mindedness is concerned with honor and dishonor. Getting 
the sphere straight is helpful to a fuller understanding of the virtue.

We recommend that teachers encourage students to think of people from history whose 
characters fit the descriptions of the vices and virtues. It is the fundamental or defining 
characteristic of the person or character for which we are looking. These considerations make 
for lively conversations as students make the arguments for their choices. The teacher may 
also want to include articles from current news stories if insight into Aristotle’s descriptions 
of the specific virtues or vices would be gained. 

For teachers who opt, instead, to continue with discussion similar to previous books, we have 
included the questions below.

1. Explain the relationship of generosity to each of its extremes. Note that footnote #1 
translates generosity as liberality. Which extreme is closer to the mean? Why?

2. By what is the generous man characterized? Aristotle says, “Excellence consists...in 
performing noble actions rather than in not performing base ones “(1120a10 - 15). Explain 
the significance of this claim.
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3. Is generosity a matter of the amount given by the generous person? Explain. How will the 
generous man make out in business dealings?

4. Aristotle claims that the extravagant man is “not wicked or ignoble” (1121a25). Why? 
However, what other vice do the extravagant frequently fall into?

5. Stinginess appears under two aspects. What are they?

6. Which historical characters possess generosity, extravagance or stinginess as a fundamental 
element of their character?

7. Explain the relationship of magnificence to each of its extremes. How is magnificence 
different from generosity? On what and in what manner will the magnificent man spend his 
money? Which extreme is closer to the mean? Explain.

8. What motivates the vulgar man? How is the activity of the niggardly person different from 
that of the stingy? 

9. Which characters from history possess magnificence, vulgarity or niggardliness as a 
fundamental element of their character?

10. Referring to footnote #18, define high-mindedness. Throughout the chapter, Aristotle 
provides many descriptions of the person possessing this virtue. Paint a picture of this person. 
How is one who is high-minded different from the sophron? How does high-mindedness 
differ from vanity? Which characters from history possess these characteristics?

11. What is the greatest of external goods? How is it related to high-mindedness? Explain 
why “high-mindedness thus is the crown, as it were, of the virtues” (1124a).

12. Aristotle points to another virtue in the sphere of honor, this one nameless, that is related 
to generosity. What are the extremes of this nameless virtue? What is Aristotle’s argument 
for why there must be a virtue that is related to ambition?

13. How does Aristotle define gentleness? In what direction is the gentle person most likely 
to err? Describe the deficiency related to gentleness.

14. The excess associated with gentleness is anger. Describe the types of anger Aristotle 
identifies.

15. Name some historical characters who possess these temperaments.6

16. Aristotle again states that there is no formula for determining a virtuous act in a given 
situation (1126b1 - 10). Explain what he means and why he says this.

17. The extremes of obsequiousness and grouchiness have an unnamed median. By what is 
the friendly person motivated? Detail the significance of the following claim:

6 See Martin Otswald, footnote #6.
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“It is not because of his feelings of friendship or hatred that such a man takes everything the 
right way, but because he is the kind of man he is” (1126b20 - 25). Will the friendly person 
treat family, friends, acquaintances and strangers in the same way? 

18. How is the obsequious person distinguished from the flatterer?

19. Name some historical characters who possess these temperaments. Discuss.

20. What is the sphere of the extremes of boastfulness and self-depreciation? Using footnote 
#35, define the latter. The editor cites Socrates as a possible example of self-depreciation. Is 
Socrates untruthful then? Refer to 1127b25 - 30. 

21. How does Aristotle make distinctions between different kinds of boastfulness? What 
is at the heart of boastfulness? Who would be an example of someone who exhibits this 
characteristic?

22. What characteristics are at work in the area of amusement and relaxation? Describe the 
buffoon and the boor, making reference to characters in history.

23. The median characteristic is wittiness. What are the elements of wit to which Aristotle 
refers? What kinds of things will be funny to the witty? 

24. At 1128b5, Aristotle provides a summary of the last three chapters. Make a chart or 
diagram that outlines the connections between these characteristics.

25. The last chapter in Book IV deals with the emotion of shame, which Aristotle distinguishes 
from a characteristic. From what we have read thus far, what is the difference between an 
emotion and a characteristic? Could one who feels shame ever be considered virtuous for 
feeling it?

Book V

Students should read the entire book.

Prior to reading Book V, students will find it helpful to read through the chapter headings 
for the whole of the book, thus obtaining a glimpse of Aristotle’s organization of this topic. 
Aristotle provides his outline at 1130b30 - 1131a5. (Footnote #1 is also helpful.) We further 
recommend that teachers read from Chapter One through Chapter Two (line 1131a5) with the 
students. At this time, students may be asked to reflect on the particular meanings of justice 
Aristotle defines. For example, how is this different from how Plato discusses justice?

Understanding justice as it operates in the life of the community is key to Aristotle’s 
understanding; thus, teachers may want to provide examples of violations of the various 
forms of justice and their impact on a community prior to beginning Book V. They should 
ensure that they are choosing examples from the political realm.
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Chapter 7 (1134b20 - 1135a10) is a particularly important chapter as he outlines his 
fundamental understanding of the relationship between the universal and the particular, the 
former being realized in the latter when speaking of human affairs. The image of the moving 
target, a target the spoudaios aims for and hits, is helpful. Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics is 
meant to be sound training in helping us hit the target more often with greater ease. 

In discussing equity, students will find it enormously helpful to have a case in front of them. 
A case we have successfully used with students is the case of The Queen v. Dudley and 
Stephens. Students may carefully read through the case and deliver their own opinions as to 
the justice of the verdict. After such considerations, the teacher may reveal the commutation 
of the sentence and propose this act by the Crown as an instance of equity.

1. Aristotle notes that there are many applications of the word just. What are some of these 
meanings? With reference to footnote #1, why does Aristotle dedicate the entirety of Book 
V to this one virtue? In what sense is justice “complete virtue and excellence in the fullest 
sense” (1129b30)?

2. Aristotle says that justice is concerned with goods “which are always good in an unqualified 
sense, but which are not always good for a particular person” (1129b5). What kinds of goods 
is he thinking of? For what does he say we should pray? What previous statements is 
this approach in keeping with?

3. Turning to what he calls “partial justice,” Aristotle outlines different types of this justice 
as it applies to relationships within the community. With what goods are these instances of 
partial justice concerned? What is the motive at work? Using 1130b10 - 25 as a guide, make 
a Venn diagram of unlawful and unfair and explain. What is the connection of this diagram 
with justice and partial justice? 

4. What do justice as distribution and justice as rectification have in common? What is justice 
as rectification? In just actions of a rectifying nature what kinds are voluntary and what kinds 
are involuntary? In what sense are theft, adultery, murder, and defamation involuntary?

5. Make a chart of the various uses of the terms justice and injustice.

6. In Chapter Three, 1131a10, Aristotle turns to the partial form of justice realized in acts of 
distribution. Explain his mathematical formula for the just distribution of goods. How is the 
just both a median and an equal? In what sense is justice in distribution a median? What are 
the extremes? In what sense is justice in distribution equal? What is equal to what? 

7. Explain the following: “If the persons are not equal, their [just] shares will not be equal; 
but this is the source of quarrels and recriminations, when equals have and are awarded 
unequal shares or unequals equal shares” (1131a20 - 25). Provide examples.

8. How is desert determined? Does Aristotle believe that everyone is equally deserving of the 
same things? See also the beginning of Chapter Four, 1131b25.
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9. Why is the just “proportionate” (1130b30)? Explain. Give some examples.

10. Next, Aristotle turns to what is just in matters of rectification. In what sorts of situations 
does rectification apply? Unpack the following: “The only difference the law considers is 
that brought about by the damage: it treats the parties as equals and asks only whether one 
has done and the other has suffered wrong, and whether one has done and the other has 
suffered damage” (1132a5). See also Ostwald’s footnote #24. In what kind of court would 
cases involving rectification be heard? Provide historical examples.

11. In Chapter Five (1132b20), Aristotle introduces a new term: reciprocity. In the life of the 
state, to what does this reciprocity refer? How is it different from the other partial forms of 
justice (in distribution and as rectification)? Explain the following: “For it is the reciprocal 
return of what is proportional [to what one has received] that holds the state together” 
(1132b30 - 1133a). Provide historical examples.

12. Explain Aristotle’s “diagonal combination of terms.” What if the commodity of one party 
to the exchange is not equal to the commodity of the second party? What does Aristotle 
mean by stating that the parties in a community must be equalized (1133a15)? What serves 
this equalizing function and what does it represent? What holds the community together? 
Explain. 

13. Explain how “justice is a sort of mean” (1133b30). Is it worse to suffer injustice or to 
commit injustice? Why?

14. Aristotle states that even though one may act unjustly, he is not “ipso facto” an 
unjust person (1134a20). What does this mean? Recall the criteria according to which 
an act may be called wicked. Why is the distinction important? Refer to earlier passages 
and arguments to expand the answer to this question.

15. In the political realm, what establishes justice? Why “do we not allow the rule of a man” 
(1134a35)?

16. Unpack Chapter 7, specifically 1134b25 - 35: “Among the gods, to be sure, it is 
probably not true at all, but among us there are things which, though naturally just, 
are nevertheless changeable, as are all things human.” See also 1135a10: “For there 
are many specific acts, but only one thing in each case that is just, viz., the universal.” 
Discuss. How does Aristotle distinguish between just by nature and just by convention? 
Why is this important?

17. Explain why an act performed involuntarily is performed “neither unjustly nor justly 
except in an incidental way” (1135a20). Recall Book III, Chapter I, 1111a3 - b3. Are only 
just actions voluntary and only unjust actions involuntary? Voluntary acts, Aristotle says, are 
chosen. What is a necessary condition for choice?

18. What are the three types of injury Aristotle outlines? How is each different from the 
others, e.g., how does a mistake differ from a mishap? Provide examples of each type of 
injury. Where does responsibility lie in each case?
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19. What is the point of all the questions Aristotle raises in Chapter 9 (1136a10 - 1136b15)? 
What claim is he supporting?

20. Aristotle raises two more questions at 1136b15. What are the two questions? How does 
he answer each? Explain why the following is significant: “One who performs such an act 
voluntarily… is the person with whom rests the initiative of the action” (1136b25). With 
whom does such initiative rest in the cases Aristotle is untangling?

21. Referring to Ostwald’s footnote #63, explain the following: “If a judge passes judgment 
in ignorance of a material detail, he does not act unjustly as defined by the law and his 
decision is not unjust...although it is in another sense (unjust)” (1136b30).

22. Unpack the following: “What causes the problem is that the equitable is not just in 
the legal sense of ‘just’ but as a corrective of what is legally just” (1137b10). When does 
what is legally just need a corrective? What characteristic of law leaves it in need at 
times of a corrective? Refer to earlier arguments in support of this position.

23. Aristotle poses the question of whether one can be unjust to oneself (1138a5). What is 
his response?

Book VI

Students should read Chapters 1, 2, 5, and 13.

Book VI is dedicated to a discussion of the faculties. Students of the Nicomachean Ethics 
need only read those chapters specific to the discussion of practical wisdom and, among 
those chapters, the ones that deal with practical wisdom as it relates to ethical behavior.

A teacher may want to discuss with the students different kinds of truth statements and have 
the students provide examples and explain the differences. For example, the teacher could 
hold a discussion which details the differences between making the following claims: 2 + 2 = 
4; God exists; The sky is blue; John did the right thing. The teacher may then point out that 
these different types of truth statements are recognized or discovered by different faculties 
of the soul. With which kind of statements is the Nicomachean Ethics concerned? Does one 
need to be intelligent to be virtuous? What kind of intelligence must the individual possess?

The teacher may want to point out to students the various faculties Aristotle identifies so 
that they will not be led to think that practical wisdom is the only faculty or that the wisdom 
thereby gained is the highest form of wisdom. The teacher may also want to point out to 
students that Aristotle’s work on the soul and his fuller discussion of these matters occur 
in De Anima. At this juncture, it is helpful for the teacher to provide a brief summary of 
Aristotle’s four causes if that has not yet happened. Ostwald’s footnote #8 provides sufficient 
information, and the teacher may run the students through several examples to help them 
acquire ease with this technical language. In this discussion, the teacher may want to help 
students understand Aristotle’s use of the term incidental as well.
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1. What must we know if we are to hit the target or to attain the median in our actions?

2. What are the two rational elements of the soul, and what is apprehended by each? Provide 
examples of the kinds of things each of the two elements would apprehend.

3. Unpack the following: “Therefore, since moral virtue is a characteristic involving 
choice, and since choice is a deliberate desire, it follows that, if the choice is to be good, 
the reasoning must be true and the desire correct; that is, reasoning must affirm what 
desire pursues (1139a25). Make appropriate reference to earlier discussions of choice, 
the function of human beings, reason and deliberation.

4. What is the “starting point of choice” (1139b30)?

5. In his discussion of practical wisdom, starting at 1140a25, Aristotle offers a description of 
one who possesses practical wisdom. About what things does he deliberate well?

6. Practical wisdom is neither an applied art nor a pure science. Why? 

7. What is the relationship between self-control and practical wisdom?

8. If one possesses natural virtue, why does he need practical wisdom? What is the relationship 
of virtue to intelligence?

Book VII

Students should read the entire book, Chapters 1-10.

It is likely that students have wondered up to this point whether Aristotle’s convincing 
strategy for achieving a life of moral virtue is truly sufficient to explain human failings and 
to correct them. Teachers could ask students the following questions: Why do we not do 
what we know is the right thing to do? Why do we do things we know are wrong? It is likely 
that students will have noted that human beings are often what Aristotle calls morally weak. 
If students have not raised an objection akin to this, teachers should raise  it for discussion 
before beginning Book VII.  

These chapters are complicated, and in some places information is repeated. To see the 
structure of the entire argument and to understand Aristotle’s method, the students will be 
greatly aided by a perusal of the entire book.

It is also helpful to have students read the entirety of this book before discussion. The 
questions we have included below make reference to all of the chapters in Book VII. Teachers 
should prepare several examples of moral weakness, moral strength, self-indulgence, and 
self-control for discussion. 

For an exercise in careful reading, teachers should have students catalogue the current 
beliefs about moral weakness and Aristotle’s responses. These are found between 1145b5 
and 1146b5.
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1. What is moral weakness? Describe instances of moral weakness. Is it the same thing as 
self-indulgence? Why not? Which is worse: moral weakness or self-indulgence? In what 
sense is self-indulgence worse? Explain. What kind of appetite(s) are at work in the morally 
weak?

2. To what is moral weakness due? If one knows what he ought to do, why does he fail to 
do it? Is it just opinion about what is right and wrong that is overcome and not knowledge? 
Which of the sources of moral weakness is the worst according to Aristotle? Why?

3. Is moral strength a virtue? Explain. Is it praiseworthy? Is moral weakness a vice? What 
kinds of moral weakness are curable? Explain.

4. What is the difference between moral strength and tenacity? What is the difference between 
moral weakness and what Aristotle names softness? Is moral strength the same thing as 
stubbornness and obstinance? Explain.

5. To what does the morally weak person owe his character; in other words, what characterizes 
the morally weak person? Do the morally weak “exercise choice” (1148a15)? Are their 
actions voluntary?

6. What is the difference between qualified and unqualified moral weakness?

7. Provide examples of moral weakness, moral strength, self-indulgence and self-control. 

8. Is moral weakness related to a deficiency in practical wisdom? Explain.

Book VIII

Students should read Chapters 1-9, 13, and 14.

Book VIII marks the beginning of Aristotle’s discussion of friendship, the subject of a 
significant portion of the Nicomachean Ethics. Students should be asked to consider why 
Aristotle places a discussion of friendship in the context of ethics. What is the role of 
friendship in a well-ordered and lasting community? It is helpful to pose these questions at 
the beginning of their reading. Also in this vein are assumptions about human nature that will 
need to be recognized by the students. For example, that human beings are social by nature 
is a fundamental assumption for Aristotle. What he means by “social” is likely not what the 
students mean when they use that word. This should be discussed.

Also at the start, teachers may want to direct the students’ attention to footnote #1 as well as 
the Glossary definitions of philia, koinonia, homonoia, and politeia.

Because Book VIII and Book IX both deal with friendship, teachers may want to wait to 
discuss both at the same time. Book IX repeats some of what is in Book VIII but in greater 
detail. However, depending on the age and ability of the students, two books at once may 
present more material than is manageable. We have provided questions for each book 
separately and noted overlapping material.



21©2019 Cana Academy®

1. According to Aristotle, why are friends “most indispensable for life” (1155a1)?

2. Define friendship and concord. How does “friendship...hold states together” (1155a25)? 
(See also 1167a20 - 1167b15.)

3. What are the three things worthy of affection? According to Aristotle, “Which good, then, 
is it that men love?” (1155b25).

4. What are the key elements in friendship that distinguish it from merely good will? What 
are the marks of friendship? (See also 1158a5 / 1166a1 - 10 / 1166b30 - 1167a20.)

5. Describe the three kinds of friendship. Which is the highest or truest form of friendship? 
Why is this form of friendship rare? Which forms are easily dissolved? Why? Provide an 
example of each kind of friendship.

6. Why does Aristotle say, “The wish to be friends can come about quickly, but friendship 
cannot” (1156b30)?

7. Is it possible for the wicked to be friends? Explain.

8. Explain what Aristotle is referring to when he speaks of unequal friendships? What is 
“proportionate” in these relationships? Explain the following: “In friendship, on the other 
hand, the quantitative meaning [of strict equality] is primary and the sense of equality 
proportionate to merit is secondary” (1158b30). Is friendship with the gods possible? Explain.

9. Explain Aristotle’s insight with regard to honor (1159a20).

10. Explain the following: “It is natural that the element of justice increases with [the 
closeness of] the friendship, since friendship and what is just exist in the same relationship 
and are coextensive in range” (1160a5).

11. What is the difference between a simple community and the political community or polis? 
How are they related to each other?

12. Why is it that friendships based on excellence or goodness do not suffer complaints? In 
which type of friendship are “complaints and reproaches” likely to occur? Why?

13. What is the nature of “legal friendship” (1162b20 - 30)? How does it differ from the 
“moral kind of friendship” (1162b30 - 1163a5)? Provide examples for each.

14. Unpack the following insight: “The reason for this is that all men or most wish for what 
is noble, but in fact prefer what is to their material advantage” (1162b35).

15. In friendships that are based on what is useful, the recipient determines what is owed to 
the benefactor (1163a15 - 20). Why?

16. What are the two possible answers to the question, “what [do] unequal friends owe to one 
another” (1163a25 - 1163b1)? How does Aristotle respond?
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Book IX

Students should read the entire book.

1. According to Aristotle, why do disagreements occur between friends, between lovers 
and in partnerships of various kinds? Who should determine the “value of the benefit” that 
accrues to either partner in the relationship (1164a20 - 1164b5 and 1164b15 - 20)? Explain. 
Do such disagreements occur in friendships based upon excellence?

2. Aristotle poses several questions at the start of Chapter 2 (1164b25). What is the point of 
these questions; what is at the heart of these questions?

3. He provides several examples of situations in which the obligations of giver and receiver 
are not always clear. Explain these examples.

4. What does Aristotle advise in cases when a friend proves to be wicked or excels the other 
in excellence?

5. Summarize the characteristics of friendship. How does the good person manifest these 
characteristics toward himself? (See also 1168a30 - 1169b1.) Describe the wicked person. 
Can the wicked manifest the characteristics of friendship toward himself? Explain.

6. What is the difference between friendship and goodwill? See also 1155b30 - 1156a5.
7. What is the definition of concord? How are concord and friendship related? Can bad men 
live in concord? Why not? (See also 1155a25.)

8. Is the relationship between a creditor and debtor analogous to that between a benefactor 
and a recipient? What is a better analogy? Explain.

9. Why is self-love often viewed negatively? How does Aristotle draw the distinction between 
self-love and egoism?

10. What is the difference between nobility and honor? By which will the man of high moral 
standards be most motivated? What are the consequences of his acting so?

11. What assumption about human beings underlies Aristotle’s belief that friends are essential 
for happiness? Why would the morally good man need friends?

12. What will the true friend be aware of in his relationships when he suffers misfortunes? 
What do friends provide in times of good fortune and in times of bad fortune?
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Book X

Students read Chapters 1, 5, 6, and 9.
(Optional reading: Book VII, Chapters 11 - 14 /  Book X, Chapters 2 - 4 and 7 - 8.)

Teachers may return to Aristotle’s earlier discussion of pleasure in Book VII, but we have 
found the arguments in Book X sufficient for this discussion.

Aristotle first turns his attention in Book X to pleasure and the role it plays in the ethical life. 
As is his normal procedure, he begins with common or popular views regarding pleasure, 
commenting on each while presenting his own arguments for the importance of training the 
young to feel pleasure and pain in the appropriate manner. Teachers may want to pose the 
same questions: What is pleasure? What is pain? What role, if any, do they each play in the 
choices we make? Should pleasure and pain play a role? Does following pleasure as our guide 
lead us to make morally good decisions? Always? What are other guides to our actions?

Next, Aristotle returns to the discussion in Book I regarding happiness. He provides a succinct 
summary in Chapter 6 of what he has already written regarding happiness. 

Finally, Aristotle ends his treatise on ethics with a brief discussion of the importance of 
politics. Prior to reading this chapter, teachers could guide students through a discussion of 
the role of the lawmaker in the polity. If everyone received an education such as Aristotle 
has here provided would laws be necessary? Why or why not? Starting with the family and 
working out from there, students should discuss the various reasons for and sources of law.

1. According to Aristotle, why do “pleasure and pain pervade the whole of life” 1172a20 - 
25? Why is an investigation into the effects of pleasure and pain important to the study of 
ethics?

2. What does it mean to say that “pleasure completes an activity” and that “an activity is 
increased by the pleasure proper to it” (1175a30 - 35)? What is an “alien pleasure,” and how 
is its effect similar to a pain (1175b5 - 20)?

3. Why do different people find pleasure and pain in different activities? What are the 
pleasures that are truly proper to human beings?

4. Explain Aristotle’s argument that “happiness does not consist in amusement” (1176b25 - 
30). 

5. Aristotle has maintained throughout that “[k]nowing about excellence or virtue is not 
enough: we must try to possess it and use it, or find some other way in which we may become 
good” (1179b). Why is knowledge not enough? Why do we not simply do the good when we 
know what the good is? What good do we most often seek?

6. What are the three things that most people believe make us good? What does Aristotle 
believe? According to Aristotle, what is the most important prerequisite for the attainment of 
virtue? What can the law teach the good man? Can it teach the bad man anything?
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7. Unpack the following: “It seems that each particular is worked out with greater 
precision if private attention is given” (1180b10). Explain how this is again an application 
of what Aristotle has maintained throughout, i.e., the importance of knowing both the 
universal and the particular. Explain the medical analogy to which Aristotle frequently 
returns as a metaphor for the ethical life. Can one be good without knowing the 
universal? Explain.
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BROADER QUESTIONS SUITABLE FOR LARGER DISCUSSIONS AND ESSAY 
ASSIGNMENTS

The following are questions for discussion after the entire book has been read. They are 
broader in nature than the questions listed by individual book and chapter. Some of these may 
also be suitable for essay questions: 

1. Given Aristotle’s definition of virtue and the virtuous man, how is his approach grounded 
in realism?

2. Note the multiple uses of the word “nature” throughout the Nicomachean Ethics. How 
is Aristotle using this word? That is, define it as he does. Why is a consideration of nature 
important to an investigation of moral action?

3. Aristotle frequently discusses the role of the universal and the particular in the choices one 
makes. Explain the role of each. How important is knowledge of the universal to the practice 
of virtue? What kind of knowledge does the virtuous person possess?

Aristotle teaching Alexander
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