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THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN 
Mark Twain (1835-1910) 
Grade Level: 8th-12th 
327 pages, including explanatory notes 
ISBN: 978-0-14-243717-9 
Recommended hours: 20 

INTRODUCTION 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain, broke new ground with its use of the 
American vernacular and its portrait of the relationship between whites and blacks, a 
portrait that is sometimes marked by tenderness and redemption. It is, however, always 
candid in its unsentimental characterization of the cruel culture of slavery. More than 
anything, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is about a friendship between two 
individuals, both of whom seek freedom in one form or another.  

This guide includes the following: 

● A brief biography of Mark Twain 

● Some historical background to situate the story 

● A glossary of terms with illustrations 

● Important issues that must be addressed before beginning 

● Discussion questions for each chapter 

● A list of broader questions suitable for closing discussions and essay assignments 

We recommend that the teacher read Chapter 1 aloud to help orient the students to the 
language and imagery of the text. Beginning with Chapter 2, however, students should 
read on their own. Generally, the reading assignments should fall somewhere between 
twenty and thirty pages.  

The discussion questions are intended for the teacher’s use only. These questions should 
not be given to the students, nor should they be used as the basis for comprehension 
quizzes or tests. Rather, the questions are intended to help the teacher lead lively, 
penetrating discussions. 
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The list of broader questions at the close of the guide should be consulted occasionally. 
The relevance of those questions may arise in the discussions earlier than anticipated. 
They are suitable both for broader discussions and essay assignments.  

Finally, there are a great number of characters to keep track of in this story. We 
recommend the students keep a running list in their notebooks. 

   
BIOGRAPHY 

Mark Twain was the pseudonym used by Samuel Clemens (1835-1910). "Mark twain" is 
a maritime term picked up by young Clemens when he piloted a Mississippi River 
steamboat in his early twenties. A river pilot utilized a weighted line of rope that, when 
dropped into the water, measured the water's depth. The measurement informed the 
pilot as to whether the river was deep enough for steamboat travel. There were 
graduated marks on the line, each one indicating a depth measurement. The word 
"twain" is an archaic term for the number two; thus, "mark twain" literally means mark 
number two. The second line mark indicated a water depth of two fathoms—the 
equivalent of four yards or twelve feet; two fathoms was considered a safe depth for 
steamboat travel. Samuel Clemens would later write in his autobiography that he 
borrowed the name from Captain Isaiah Sellers, who was the first to adopt it.  

Mark Twain was born in Florida, Missouri, and raised just forty miles away in the 
frontier town of Hannibal, the hometown of his fictional character, Huckleberry Finn. 
From that humble background, Twain rose to fame and fortune, traveling the world as 
one of its most beloved public figures. By the latter part of the nineteenth century and 
early twentieth, few celebrities were in as high a demand for their public speaking. 
Similarly, few authors can claim comparable, lasting influence on the American literary 
scene. William Faulkner called Mark Twain “the father of American literature,” and 
Ernest Hemingway remarked in 1935, “All modern American literature comes from one 
book by Mark Twain called ‘Huckleberry Finn.’ It's the best book we've had. All 
American writing comes from that. There was nothing before. There has been nothing 
as good since.”  That may well be a point of debate, but Twain’s greatest book certainly 1

makes the short list of the great American classics. 

 Ulin, David L. “Celebrating the genius of Huckleberry Finn.” The Los Angeles Times, November 14, 2010. 1
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For more on the life of this author, we recommend Ken Burns’ documentary series, Mark 
Twain  plus a visit to Twain’s home in Hartford, Connecticut, where he penned The 2

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  3

THE WORLD OF HUCK AND JIM, SOME HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

Before the students begin reading this story, it is useful for them to situate it through 
some brief presentation of the historical backdrop, particularly since the book touches 
on sensitive issues of race relations in America. Although the book was written and 
published in the 1880s, Twain sets the action of the story forty years prior, which places 
the narrative somewhere in the 1830s-1840s. A brief lecture about this time in American 
history would be appropriate if the students have not already studied that period.  

Much of the story takes place in Missouri, along the Mississippi River. Hannibal, 
Missouri, is the hometown of Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer, and it is where Jim is 
enslaved; it is where the readers first meet all three of these characters. Hannibal was 
only first populated just after the Louisiana Purchase (1803), meaning that in the 1830s 
and 1840s it was still a fairly new settlement on the cusp of the wilderness that 
expanded westward. By 1830 the town had a population of thirty, but from then on it 
grew, largely due to its convenient access to the Mississippi River. Steamboats and trade 
on the Mississippi would have been an essential part of Huck’s world.  

The story takes place twenty to thirty years prior to the American Civil War, placing it 
during a time when the country was still plagued by the scourge of slavery. In the 1830s 
and 1840s, the debate over the issue of slavery was raging, as is referenced by Huck 
when he mentions the “Ablitionists” (53). The argument for the practice of slavery had 
shifted from being rationalized as a necessary evil to being justified as a positive good—

most often with a romanticized paternalism towards the black slaves. In the debate over 
this barbarous practice, Missouri fell on the pro-slavery side; following the Missouri 
Compromise of 1820, it was officially a slave state. By the 1840s, there were some free 
blacks in Missouri, but they faced severe ostracization. Slavery was ingrained in 
everyday life. For boys like Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn, slave culture would be part of 
the world they inhabited. Generally speaking, the world around them—parental figures, 
religious and community leaders, teachers, and other authority figures—normalizes the 
practice. This can be a difficult concept for contemporary students to grasp, but it is an 
important one for understanding the world of Huck Finn and for grasping the unusual 
relationship that develops between Huck and Jim. 

 www.pbs.org/kenburns/mark-twain2

 www.marktwainhouse.org3

© 2018 Cana Academy®                                                                                3

http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/mark-twain
http://www.marktwainhouse.org


There were farms and plantations along the Mississippi River, and steamboat traffic on 
the river was essential for the growing economy. The story tells us little about Huck’s 
family other than that it is poor; Huck is a member of the white lower class. His poverty 
is, therefore, only different from Jim’s in that the latter is a slave. As the two travel on 
the Mississippi River, they encounter various towns and cities, which provide a glimpse 
of what life was like at the time; these encounters also provide a contrast with the river 
life that Huck and Jim experience.  

For more background to the story and further discussion of the historical circumstances, 
teachers can listen to the Cana Academy Classics podcast episodes in which Twain 
scholar and Professor Emeritus of English at the University of Notre Dame, Thomas 
Werge, discusses this book: 

www.canaacademy.org/classics/classics-episode-1 

www.canaacademy.org/classics/classics-episode-2 

A GLOSSARY OF TERMS  

This novel contains some vocabulary that is likely unfamiliar to the students. The 
glossary below will be useful to the students. We encourage the teacher to provide 
photographs and other images of some of these terms to further illustrate the story and 
to develop the students’ imaginations as they read. 

Before the students begin reading on their own, it is important that the teacher inform 
the students that they will encounter various English dialects in this book. Words will 
be intentionally misspelled and incorrect grammar frequently used as the story is 
narrated by the poorly educated Huck Finn. It will take some time for the students to 
get acclimated. Jim’s character also speaks in his own dialect, and it is written 
phonetically by the author, making it somewhat difficult to read and comprehend. It is 
useful for the teacher to read aloud an excerpt so that the students can hear what these 
dialects sound like. It is important that the students understand that this is local dialect, 
recreated by Twain.  

Bullyrag 
To scold or intimidate someone 
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Double-hull ferry-boat   
A ferry boat that is designed so that the bottom of 
the boat has two layers of a watertight surface  

Injun 
Informal word used for American Indians or Native 
Americans 

Hog-drovers 
People who ride at the front of a herd of hogs or 
pigs to corral them  

Huckleberry 
“In Twain’s time, a no-account, shiftless person, not 
worth listening to.”  4

Jackstaff 
The short flagpole at the end of a boat from which the jack 
flag was flown 

Lining-out 
A method of teaching songs, typically used in church 
congregation settings, where the teacher sings a few lines at a 
time and everyone else repeats them, learning by sound 
alone 

Palavering 
To talk unnecessarily at length 

Scow  
Any water vessel with a flat-bottom and 
rectangular hull with sloping ends 

Skiff  
A type of boat  
Generally shallow and flat-bottomed  
Powered by sails or by oars 

 Werge, Thomas. “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn-Part 1.” Cana Academy Classics. Podcast audio, 4

May 18, 2018. https://www.canaacademy.org/classics/classics-episode-1
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Straw tick  
A mattress made from cotton material, 
coarse and filled with straw 

Tow-head  
A sandbar in a river that provided a sort of 
small island to tie on a light water vessel  

Flat black plug 
A type of store tobacco 

Chaw 
An amount of tobacco  
Typically the amount that could be chewed 
at one time 

Melodeum/Melodeon  
A small keyboard organ 

Doggery 
A cheap saloon 

One-horse cotton plantation  
A small cotton plantation  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Ash-hopper  
A wooden container for wood ashes that allowed water to seep through, removing the 
lye 

Tow-linen 
A type of tow cloth spun from shorter flax fibers 
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IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT MUST BE ADDRESSED  

There are two important issues raised in this story that the teacher must address when 
guiding the students through their reading. First among these is the horrific practice of 
slavery that forms the backdrop for much of the action, and it is primarily through the 
portrayal of Jim that the students encounter the practice. However, the story ought not 
be reduced to a simple, moralistic tale about the evils of slavery. Twain’s epigraph at the 
beginning of the book is a humorous and succinct warning about this very problem: 
“Persons attempting to find a motive in this narrative will be prosecuted; persons 
attempting to find a moral in it will be banished; persons attempting to find a plot in it 
will be shot.” Nevertheless, the degrading slave culture is unquestionably part of the 
setting. The developing relationship between Huck, who is white, and Jim, who is an 
escaped slave, is central to the story. How other white characters relate to Jim—often 
cruelly—and how they think about slavery in general are crucial elements of the story. 
However, the novel ought not be read as an anti-slavery propaganda piece or as an 
abstraction of anti-slavery sentiment. Rather, at the heart of the novel is the increasingly 
tender friendship between Huck and Jim and their experience of traveling together, 
often in dangerous environs. Huck Finn’s character is complex, and so is Jim’s. Neither 
should be reduced to a one-dimensional reading. Rather, the students should be led to 
take in all of the details of their characters and all of the details of their developing 
relationship as evidenced in their thoughts, words and actions. 

A related issue the teacher ought to address is the use of the word “nigger.” The word is 
offensive and will likely evoke strong reactions from the students. Twain himself knew 
first hand the evils of slavery, and he was an ardent enemy of the institution. He was a 
personal friend of Booker T. Washington, and he supported the causes associated with 
the education of black Americans. His use of the word accurately reflects the everyday 
speech patterns and the slave culture he is recreating in the story. He knows of its 
potency and its degradation of a man’s humanity. Huck Finn is the narrator of this story, 
and Twain writes in the language his character would employ. And, while the epithet 
was offensive to Twain, for someone like Huck, the term would not have been 
considered degrading or offensive. This is an unavoidable part of the conditions in 
which this story is set, including, and especially, the friendship between Huck and Jim.  

These two issues must be addressed as an entire class with candor and sensitivity before 
beginning, and the teacher must lead the students in addressing these issues and model 
for them how to approach them.  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Chapter 1 

Note: The opening chapter is short and serves as an introduction to a few characters, 
including Huckleberry Finn. The teacher should read this chapter aloud since it is a 
good way to introduce the students to Huck’s manner of speaking. The chapter also 
closes with a detailed description that is a wonderful scene for the students to 
reimagine, especially if read aloud by the teacher.   

1. How does Huck speak? What does that tell us about him? 

2. Who are the characters introduced so far? Keep track of all of them. 

3. What is the relationship between the widow and Huck? 

4. Huck thinks about the “good place” and the “bad place”; what is going on here? 
Why does Huck say he wants a change? What does he mean? 

Chapter 2 

Note: The reader meets Jim for the first time and encounters his unusual dialect. Before 
discussion, it would be helpful for the teacher to read a selection of his speech pattern 
aloud to familiarize the students with how it sounds. This will help them when they 
read further on their own.  

1. Who are the new characters? Continue to keep track of the characters as they appear. 

2. Who is Jim? What description does Huck give of him? 

3. How old would you guess Huck and Tom are? 

4. How does Huck talk about black people? Can we know anything about how he 
thinks of them yet? 

5. What is the relationship between Tom and Huck? How do the other boys relate to 
Tom? Why does Tom seem to be the leader of the group? 

6. What is this gang that they form? Are they playing or pretending as young kids do? 
Or are they serious? Where do they get their ideas? 

7. We find out more about Huck’s family. Describe his family. 
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8. The boys mention there are some limitations to what they are going to do. What are 
those limitations? What do you think about them? (The teacher should help the 
students notice how amusing and endearing these boys can be.) 

Chapter 3 

1. What are Huck’s thoughts on prayer and God? Why? 

2. What is the difference between Miss Watson’s views and the widow’s? What is the 
difference between their respective relationships with Huck? 

3. Huck talks about his father again. What does he think of his father? How does Huck 
think about his relationship with his father? 

4. What is going on with the games the boys are playing? How does Huck’s response 
differ from Tom’s? Why? 

5. What does Tom think of Huck in this chapter? Offer evidence.  

6. What does Huck’s remark that Tom’s games and stories “had all the marks of a 
Sunday school” mean? 

Chapter 4 

1. Who are the new characters? Keep track of them as they appear. 

2. What does Huck think about school? 

3. What is going on with Huck and Judge Thatcher? 

4. Why does Huck go to Jim? What does Jim tell Huck? Does Huck believe him? Why 
not? 

Chapter 5 

1. What does Huck’s father look like? What does Huck’s description of his father tell 
us about him? 

2. What does his father say about Huck’s education? Why? 

3. Do we have any more insight into the relationship between Huck and his father 
now? Describe that insight. 
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4. Describe Huck’s father in this chapter—his behavior, his manner. How does Huck 
respond to him?  

Chapter 6 

1. What happens in the opening of this chapter? Does Huck like living with his father? 
Why or why not? Why doesn’t he leave? 

2. What is Pap talking about in his speech about the “govment” (p. 36)? What does he 
dislike in particular about it? 

3. What are Pap’s views on black people? Why does the story of the free black man 
bother him so much? 

4. What kind of people do you think Huck and his father are? Educated? Poor? Social 
class? What might this have to do with how Pap talks about blacks? 

5. What happens at the end of this chapter with Pap? (The teacher may want to reread 
this section with the students so that the horror of Huck's situation fully emerges.) 
Why does Huck relate all of these events in such a matter of fact tone?  

Chapter 7 

1. Huck plans how he is going to escape. Describe his plan in as much detail as 
possible. Is his plan clever? Realistic? What does his plan reveal about Huck’s 
character? 

Chapters 8  

1. What is it like on the island? The students should reimagine what it looks like in 
great detail.  

2. Did Huck’s plan work? 

3. What do you make of Huck’s realization that maybe somebody prayed for the bread 
to reach him? How does this compare with his previous thoughts on the subject of 
prayer? 

4. Describe Huck’s life on the island. 
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5. How do Huck and Jim interact? How do they treat each other? Do they trust each 
other? Why or why not? 

6. What do you think of Huck’s response after Jim tells him he ran away? What does it 
say about Huck? 

Chapter 9 

1. There are more descriptions of the island in this chapter. Use your imagination and 
try to make a detailed illustration of your own. 

2. What is the relationship between Jim and Huck here? How does Huck talk to Jim, 
and how does Jim talk to Huck? What sort of adjectives would you use to describe 
their relationship? Are they friendly? Evidence? 

Chapter 10 

1. What expressions of superstition, especially regarding the dead man, do we find in 
this chapter, both on the island and in the stories Jim and Huck tell? Can you recall 
other instances of superstitions being referred to? What are we to make of a 
comparison between superstition and prayer?  

2. What do you make of Jim’s snake bite? How bad was it? Evidence? 

3. What part of the story about the 200+ pound catfish do you believe?  

4. Do we get any further insights into the relationship between Huck and Jim? 

Chapter 11 

1. Describe Huck’s disguise. How do you respond to it? When do you think the 
woman knew that Huck was not Sarah Mary Williams?  

2. What does the old woman tell Huck? What has been going on in his absence? How 
does Huck respond to her account? What course of action does he take, especially in 
response to what he hears about the hunt for Jim? 

3. How does the woman test Huck regarding his knowledge of things? Does he pass 
the test?  
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Chapter 12 

1. Give a detailed description of their life on the river. What are their days like? What 
do they enjoy? What are their challenges? What do they talk about? 

2. Name the new characters. What stands out about them? This may be a good time to 
stop and recount the ugliness and brutality of the world(s) Huck and Jim have 
encountered thus far. The students should be encouraged to continue to keep track 
of Huck and Jim’s experiences from each town they encounter.  

3. What is going on aboard the steamboat? What is Huck’s response to the situation? 
Why does he make that story up about his family being trapped on the steamboat? 

Chapter 13 

1. What is Huck feeling after they escape the steamboat on the gang’s skiff? In 
particular, why is he uncomfortable? What does he think the widow would think of 
him? What does he do about this? Why? 

Chapter 14 

1. Describe the development of Jim and Huck’s relationship. 

2. What kinds of stories does Huck read to Jim? What conversation arises in response 
to the reading? What does that tell us about the two of them and their friendship? 
What does Huck think about Jim in his response to the stories? 

3. What can we make of Jim’s interpretation of the King Solomon story? Does Huck 
have it right when he thinks that Jim does not really understand? Evidence? Does 
Huck understand Jim on this matter? 

Chapter 15 

1. Draw a map of where they are headed according to the description at opening of the 
chapter. 

2. What is going on at the beginning of this chapter? Narrate the events 
chronologically.  

3. What is the trick Huck plays on Jim, and how does he do it?  
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4. What is the significance of Jim’s reaction when he realizes that Huck tricked him? 
What specific words does he use? What should we make of them? What specifically 
should we make of Jim’s repeated use of the word “trash”? What does he mean? 

5. When it becomes clear that Jim is truly hurt, what is the significance of Huck’s 
response? Does he understand Jim’s response? What, if anything, does he learn from 
the experience? 

6. What is the significance of this exchange, especially given the slave culture in which 
the two friends live? 

Chapter 16 

1. Why does Huck feel nervous as they approach free territory? What is weighing on 
his conscience and why? 

2. What first begins to change Huck’s mind about whether he should turn Jim in or 
not? 

3. Describe the new characters. 

4. Describe Huck’s internal debate about “right” and “wrong” and how he says it is 
troublesome to do “right” and no trouble to do “wrong.” What does he mean? 

Chapter 17 
  
1. Describe the new characters. 

2. Huck comes across the Grangerford family, and they take him in. What are they like? 
Are they poor? Wealthy? What are their evident qualities? 

3. Huck describes the house of this new family. What is it like? Try to picture it. What 
should we make of these pictures that Huck describes in detail? 

Chapter 18 

1. Describe Col. Grangerford. Huck describes him at length. Try to picture him. What 
kind of man is he? 

2. How does Huck describe the various Grangerfords? 
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3. What kind of people are the Shepherdsons? 

4. What is going on with the two families? What is the feud about? 

5. Why does Huck say that Baldy Shepherdson is a coward? What do you make of 
Buck’s response? 

6. What does Huck think about the two families? What happens in the church scene? 

7. What do you think of Huck’s response to the men hunting down the two boys and 
shooting them?  

8. What does Huck do and say when he comes across the body of Buck? The scene is 
brief; Huck does just one thing and says just the one line. Still, what do we learn 
about Huck from this scene? 

9. This is the longest amount of time Huck has spent in a town and off the river since 
the beginning of his journey with Jim. Are there any noticeable differences about life 
in this town versus life on the river? Detail these differences. 

10. How does Huck feel when he and Jim are back on the raft? Compare it with what he 
experienced on shore. Why is he happy to be back? Why does the raft feel like home 
to him? 

Chapter 19 

1. Describe Huck and Jim’s life on the raft as described in this chapter. How are Jim 
and Huck relating to each other? Why? 

2. We meet new characters here. Who are they? Describe them. Detail their 
personalities. 

3. Huck says his Pap told him to always keep peace in the family. How does this end 
up bearing on how Huck deals with the fraudulent “king” and “duke”? Does this 
make sense to you? Or, is it perhaps puzzling that Huck took that course of action? 
Why or why not?  

4. What do the names “king” and “duke” mean? Is this the entrance of the troublesome 
aspects of civilization into the world of the raft and life on the river? Why and how 
so?  
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Chapter 20 

1. What is the scheme the king executes in this chapter? And the duke’s? 

2. What is the plan the two of them are hatching concerning Jim? What is this all 
about?  

Chapter 21 

1. What do you notice about Huck in this chapter?  

2. Who are the new characters? Keep track of them. 

3. Describe the town they explore in this chapter. Is it poor? Wealthy? Describe the 
people in the town. What kinds of things are they doing?  

4. How does this town and its residents compare to the last town Huck spent time in 
(Grangerfords and Shepherdsons’ town)? 

5. What happens between Boggs and Sherburn?  

Chapter 22 

1. What do you make of Sherburn’s speech to the mob? Do you think he is right about 
them? Is he right about the South as far as you can tell? 

2. Huck describes in detail the circus. What sorts of things does he see? Reimagine the 
details. 

Chapter 23 

1. What do you make of Huck and Jim’s conversation about royalty? 

2. Huck says in this chapter that it doesn’t “seem natural” that Jim “cares just as much 
for his people as white folks does for their’n” (167). Why would Huck think it 
unnatural that Jim cares about his family and misses them? Evidence? 

3. What does Jim tell Huck about his family? In particular, recount the story he tells 
regarding his daughter. What is going on with Jim? 
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Chapter 24  

1. Who are the new characters? Keep track of them. 

2. What does the young man they meet on their way to the steamboat tell them? 
Afterwards, Huck says that he knows what the king is planning. What does he think 
he is up to? 

3. At the end of the chapter, Huck, observing the fraudulent activity of the king and the 
duke, states “if ever I struck anything like it, I’m a nigger. It was enough to make a 
body ashamed of the human race” (175). What do you think he means by this? Why 
is he ashamed of his own race? What does this tell you about Huck? 

Chapter 25 

1. Who are the new characters? Keep track of them. 

2. As Huck witnesses the king and duke with Peter Wilks’ family and friends, he says 
that he had “never see[n] anything so disgusting” (177). Why do you think he says 
this? What is he seeing? 

3. What are the duke and the king planning? Why are they giving the money meant for 
the real brothers of Peter Wilks to his daughters, instead of keeping it as impostors? 

4. What happens with Dr. Robinson and the duke and king? Does Mary Jane trust him 
or the con artists? 

Chapter 26 

1. Describe the Wilks girls. How do they treat Huck? What is Huck’s reaction? 

2. When he secretly spies on the king and duke, Huck overhears their plan to soon run 
with the money, instead of staying longer, and he says that this “made [him] feel 
pretty bad. About an hour or two ago, it would a been a little different, but now it 
made [him] feel bad and disappointed” (190). Why does he say this? What has 
changed in him? 

3. What do the king and duke argue about in the conversation Huck overhears? 
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Chapter 27  

1. Peter Wilks’ funeral takes place in this chapter. Explain what is going on. Detail the 
events of the funeral. 

2. How is Huck feeling during the funeral? How does he feel after the funeral as he 
watches the duke and king and their victims, the Wilks girls? Why? 

3. How does Huck remove suspicion from himself for the missing money? Why does 
he explain it that way? 

Chapter 28 

1. Why is Mary Jane so upset at the opening of this chapter?  

2. When he tells Mary Jane the truth about the king and duke, Huck says that the 
matter must still be kept secret from the town because it might endanger “another 
person” (201). What is he talking about?  

3. What is Huck’s plan for catching the duke and the king in their crime? Is it a clever 
plan? 

4. What does Huck mean when he says Mary Jane isn’t “one of those leather-face 
people” (203)? 

5. What is Huck’s opinion of Mary Jane? Why? What do you think he means when he 
says that she “has more sand in her” than any other girl he’s ever met (204)? 

6. What happens at the very end of the chapter? 

Chapter 29 

1. How do the duke and king initially respond to the arrival of the true Wilks brothers? 

2. How is the investigation carried out? How do the duke and the king in particular act 
during these events? Why are they acting that way? What role does Huck play in the 
proceedings? Why? 

3. When Huck is escaping the graveyard, he runs back towards the Wilks’ house; he 
refers to it as “our house” (217). Why does he say that? What is on his mind, his 
heart? Why is Huck so happy to see the light in the window that is set there by Mary 
Jane? 
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4. When he is back on the raft with Jim, Huck says that he is so glad to be “free again” 
with “nobody to bother us” (218). Why does he say that?  

5. What kind of people are the king and duke? Are they worse than scammers? Why is 
Huck so afraid of them when he sees that they have escaped the townspeople and 
followed after him? 

Chapter 30 

1. What are the duke and king arguing about aboard the raft? What does that tell you 
about them? 

2. Why does the king confess to hiding the money in the coffin when he was not the 
one that did so? What does this tell you about the king and duke and their 
relationship? 

Chapter 31 

1. When Huck discovers that Jim is gone from the raft, what is his reaction? What does 
this tell us about him? 

2. What should we make of Huck’s internal struggle with his conscience? He seems to 
be moved strongly to feel the persuasion of his conscience and what he knows is 
right. Why does this happen now? Why does he struggle with what his conscience 
tells him, or rather with what he thinks is objectively the right thing for him to do? 
Does Huck have a clear sense of right and wrong?  

3. Why does Huck change his mind after drafting his letter to Miss Watson? Why does 
he reconsider?  

4. When he does eventually choose to tear up the note to Miss Watson, why does he 
say “I’ll go to hell” (228)? What does that mean? Does that further enhance the 
gravity of his decision? How so? Does your estimation of Huck’s sense of right and 
wrong change at this point? 

Chapter 32  

1. Describe the new characters. Keep track of them. 
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2. What happens in this chapter? What is the predicament into which Huck has gotten 
himself? 

Chapter 33 

1. Why is Huck so surprised when Tom says he will help him steal Jim back? 

2. What is Huck’s reaction to seeing how the townspeople treat the king and the duke? 
Does his reaction surprise you? Why? What does he think and what does this tell 
you about his character? 

3. Notice what Huck thinks about his conscience here, that a person’s conscience “ain’t 
got no sense”(245). Does this make sense given his experience with his own 
conscience? 

Chapter 34 

1. Evaluate Huck’s turmoil over the fact that Tom is going to help him steal Jim back? 
Why doesn’t he want Tom to help him? What does this tell you about how Huck 
views Tom? Or about their friendship? 

2. What is the difference between the way Tom approaches freeing Jim and the way 
Huck approaches it? What does this tell you? 

3. Do we learn anything about Tom’s character in this chapter? What? 

Chapter 35 

1. How does Tom relate to Huck? How does he talk to him? What does this tell you 
about their relationship? 

2. Why is Tom helping Jim escape? Why is Huck helping Jim? 

3. Why does Huck do whatever Tom tells him to do? 

Chapter 36 

1. What is Jim’s response to Tom’s outlandish plans for his escape? What do you think 
is going on? 
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2. Tom enjoys this plotting of Jim’s escape so much he says he wished they could draw 
it out for eighty years so his children could help them too. What do you make of 
this? Do you think Huck is having fun the way Tom is? 

3. How does Tom treat the other slave that is in charge of taking care of the captive 
Jim? 

Chapter 37 

1. What is going on in this chapter? What is Huck and Tom’s strategy to fix the 
problems they are having? 

2. What is Jim’s response to Tom’s plans for his escape and their lengthy execution? 
Why does he respond in this way? 

Chapter 38  

1. What is going on in this chapter? Why doesn’t Huck say anything when Tom is 
talking to Jim about all the things he must do?  

2. Why doesn't Jim just escape on his own? 

Chapter 39 

1. What’s going on with their escape plans in this chapter? What do they do to the 
Phelps family? 

2. Why does Tom say they have to warn people about Jim’s planned escape? What is 
Huck’s response to this? What is Jim’s?  

Chapter 40 

1. Why are the farmers in Aunt Sally’s sitting-room? What is Huck’s response? 

2. How does Aunt Sally treat Huck (still under Tom’s identity)? 

3. What do Jim and Huck do when they realize Tom has been shot in the leg during 
their escape? What is the significance of their decision? 
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4. After Jim says they are going to get a doctor for Tom, Huck says he knew Jim was 
“white inside” (290). What does that mean? Why would Huck think that? 

Chapter 41 

1. What are all the farmers and farmers’ wives talking about in this chapter? What do 
they have to say about Jim’s escape? 

2. Why does Huck feel guilty when Aunt Sally “mothers” him? 

3. Why does Huck listen to Aunt Sally’s request not to leave his room that night in 
search of Tom, despite the fact that he wants to? 

Chapter 42 

1. How does Tom come back to the Phelps’? What is going on with Jim? What 
happened on the raft while Huck was away? 

2. What does the doctor say about Jim? What is Huck’s reaction to what the doctor 
says about Jim? 

3. When he awakens, why does Tom tell Aunt Sally everything that they did? Why did 
Huck not do the same before? 

4. What does Tom reveal to Huck and Aunt Sally when recounting the story that Huck 
was not yet aware of? What is the significance of the secret that he kept? Why did he 
keep it? What is Huck’s reaction to discovering the truth? 

Chapter 43 

1. What was Tom’s original plan for Jim’s escape? 

2. Why does Tom give Jim forty dollars?  

3. What does Jim reveal to Huck at the end of the book? Why did he keep that secret 
from Huck? 

4. What does Huck resolve to do next? Why? 
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BROADER QUESTIONS SUITABLE FOR CLOSING DISCUSSIONS AND ESSAY 
ASSIGNMENTS 

The following are questions designed for broader discussions than those written for 
individual chapters. They may also be used for writing assignments:  

1. Taking the story in its entirety and having tracked the differences between life on the 
river raft and life in the towns, compare and contrast Huck and Jim’s experiences of 
both. Why is life on the river and life in town so different? Why are Huck’s 
experiences so different from Jim’s? What does Huck learn from civilization, and 
what does he learn from life on the raft? Compare and contrast the various towns 
they encounter, specifically the Grangerfords and Shepherdsons’ town and the town 
with the lynch mob. What are the differences or similarities?  

2. Throughout the story, Huck acts as an unusually talented storyteller, even when 
performing under duress. He creates new identities with well-developed backstories 
in order to achieve some goal he has in mind. We also see that the characters of the 
“duke” and “king” do this sort of thing for a living. They are professional impostors, 
creating false identities and pretending to have skills they do not have. Ultimately, 
they are cheating people out of their money. Are the duke and king’s schemes 
different from Huck’s? If so, what makes them different? 

3. Jim has a life and a history of his own, but that life remains largely hidden from the 
reader’s view until Huck begins to discover who Jim is. Who is Jim? What do we 
learn about him in the course of the story? Does he change? Or, do we as readers 
simply uncover more of his story? 

4. Compare and contrast the characters of Tom and Huck. In particular, how does each 
relate to Jim? Why does each do what he does? Look particularly at the last few 
chapters in which Jim’s escape is planned by Tom and executed by Tom and Huck. 
What contrast between the two boys do you see here?  

5. Does Huck change over the course of the story? If so, how? Why does he change? 
What brings about this change? 

6. Does Huck want a home and a family, or is he truly a nomad, rejecting society to 
travel alone? Does he care about what people think of him? 

7. Does Huck believe in superstition? Does he believe in God? What is his attitude 
towards both? Stick to the text. 

8. How does Huck make decisions about how to act? What informs his decisions? 
What informs his sense of right and wrong? Again, stick to the text. 
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9. How does the relationship between Huck and Jim develop over the course of the 
story? How are Huck and Jim able to be friends in a time when it is mostly unheard 
of for a black man and a white man to be friends? 
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